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Grapevine Appeal

The Ascott Grapevine is provided
FREE to every household in Ascott
and we wish this to continue for a
long time to come.

Although ‘The Grapevine’ does re-
ceive support from the Parish
Council, it only raises a limited
amount of revenue from advertis-
ing. The Ascott Grapevine survives
mainly on donations. If you would
like to help The Ascott Grapevine
continue, any donation large or
small would be appreciated. You
can give a donation to any member,
of the editorial team.

If there is an aspect of village life not
already covered in The Ascott
Grapevine please contact a member
of the team to discuss your ideas.

Articles for the next issue of The As-
cott Grapevine should be submitted

by 15t November 2018.

Articles submitted after this date may
not be included.

Content & Editorial Policy

If you have an article, story or poem
you would like to submit for publication
The Ascott Grapevine editorial team
would love to hear from you. Material
for publication is gratefully accepted.
Due to space considerations material
may not be used immediately but may
be held over to be included in a later
issue.

The Grapevine editorial team reserve
the right to shorten, amend or reject
any material submitted for publication.

Opinions expressed in contributions
are not necessarily those of the edi
torial team.

Fkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Advertising Rat
£16.00 full page
£11.00 half page

£6.00 quarter page

Call 01993 831023 or email:

Book and pay i
sues and rec

Only if p
ted for

To advertise in our Local Business Directory (see Page 68), please contact Wendy
Pearse 01993 831023 or wendypearse@btinternet.com. The cost is £5 per year
but inclusion is free for our existing advertisers.
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Sunday 9™ September 1000
Sunday 16™ September 0800
Sunday 14" October 1000
Sunday 28™ October 0800
Sunday 11" November 1015
Sunday 25" November 0800
Sunday 9" December 1000

BCP - Book of Common Prayer

SERVICES AT ASCOTT CHURCH 2018

HC C - Holy Communion Contemporary Language.

HCC

BCP

HCC

BCP
Remembrance
BCP

HCC

Ascott Church is part of the Chase Benefice, comprising the parishes of Chadlington,
Ascott-u-Wychwood, Spelsbury and Enstone. For enquiries please contact the Rec-
tor: Rev’d Mark Abrey, The Vicarage, Church Road, Chadlington. OX7 3LY. 01608

676572 or rector@thechasebenefice.org.uk

Follow us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/chasebenefice

Holy Trinity, Ascott-u-Wychwood
Rev’d Mark Abrey Tel: 01608 676572

St Mary’s Shipton
Churchwarden James Walmsley
01993 830842

SS Simon & Jude, Milton
St John the Baptist Fifield, St Nicholas,
Idbury

Churchwarden Pat Yaxley 01993 831385

Society of Friends (Quakers), Burford
Nigel Braithwaite 01993 831282

Churchwarden Mike Hartley 01993 830160

Local Churches

Burford Methodist

Minister Rev’d Peter Goodhall 01993
845322
Westcote Methodist

Tony Gibson 01993 830699

Mairi Radcliffe 01993831472
Roman Catholic

SS John Fisher & Thomas More, Burford

Our Lady and St Kenelm, Stow-on-the-
Wold

Holy Trinity, Chipping Norton and St
Teresa, Charlbury

Priest Fr Antony Joyce 01608 642703.
Mass at Charlbury 09:15

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk
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From the Rector
Rector’s Letter - August 2018

By the time this is published, it will soon be holiday time - sighs of relief from
pupils and teachers alike - so many of us in our villages will get a change of scen-
ery over the next few weeks. We need a break - life seems to go at such a hectic
pace these days.

Of course, holidays aren't always straightforward affairs - the media is keen to tell
us about holiday disasters - but, fortunately, most people will come back feeling
refreshed and with happy memories. Many of us will bring back photographs of
special places we have visited and mementos of somewhere we have found to be
special. Holiday makers will see sights they find beautiful, feel the warmth of the
sun on their backs, experience relaxed atmospheres that seem so unlike what we
get at home.

Yes, holidays are very special and there is temptation to think that life would be so
much better, we would be so much happier, if only we lived somewhere else. But
this is ironic, first because the places we visit are populated by people who think
that where they live is boring and, second, because we often have visitors who
enthuse about how beautiful our villages are, and what a fantastic place this must
be to live.

Perhaps it is simply a human weakness to think that the grass is greener on the
other side. But what if we could see our villages through the eyes of visitors?
What if we could look at the village in which we live and say 'What a beautiful
place - this is a fantastic place to live’? And as soon as we see the positive sides
of our home villages then we can begin to lift up our eyes to whatever we think of
as God and say '"Thank you, I am truly blessed’.

So over the coming weeks, why not look around you and see the blessings that
daily come your way, not just in nature but in all aspects of your life. The gift of
life, the gift of people with whom to share it, the gift of clean water, of enough
food ... the list is endless.

Each day is a gift. So whether you are going away or staying at home, go out and
live it today - and be thankful.

With all good wishes.
Mark Abrey

Page 2 Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk
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Keeping our Church Open

We owe an enormous debt of thanks to the small but faithful group of people in
the village who take it in turns to open and lock the Church door each and every
day of the year. Keeping our beautiful building open for villagers and visitors
alike is very important. It has been at the heart of the life of our village for over
900 years, and we know from comments in the visitor's book that it remains im-
portant to people today.

We are currently in the process of drawing up a new rota and are looking for some
new volunteers to share in this task. Volunteers are asked to commit to doing a
week at a time and to make sure that the Church is unlocked before 9 am in the
morning and then locked again at either dusk or 6 pm, depending on the time of
the year. If you think you could help, please contact Peter Rance [01993 831113]
or rance414@btinternet.com. Thank you.

Safari Supper

A Safari Supper will be held again this year on 1%t December in aid of church funds

DID YOU KNOW

DID YOU KNOW that in 1965 there was a Chinchilla Ranch in Ascott? The chin-
chillas’ nearest relative is a porcupine but the chinchilla was kept for its beautiful
pelt, the skins being exported to the USA. The ranch was in the outbuildings of As-
cott Earl House and also bred there were Irish Wolfhounds and Beagles. It was run
by Dr and Mrs Mainwaring.

Wendy Pearse

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk Page 3
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Recipe
Easy-Way Cake

A recipe from the 1950s! No baking required!

Cake Mixture

1 Egg
4 ounces (113 grms) Soft Brown Sugar

4 ounces (113 grms) Margarine

8 ounces (227 grms) Rich Tea Biscuits
1 Teaspoon Vanilla Essence

2 ounces (57 grms) chopped Walnuts

4 ounces (113 grms) Glace Cherries

METHOD

Break the egg into a saucepan, add the sugar and beat together.
Put in the margarine and stir over a low heat until melted.
Remove from heat.

Crush the biscuits with a rolling pin and add them to the cherries in a large mixing
bowl. Then pour in the melted mixture with vanilla to flavour.

Mix until crumbly and damp.

Press into a lined tin (a small Victoria sponge tin is ideal).
Place in fridge to harden overnight.

When firm, cut into small wedges to serve.

Avril Rance

Page 4 Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk
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ONE-TO-ONE EXERCISE
INJURY & NUTRITION

BIOMECHANIST
ALAN GORDON MSc. Bsc. (Hons 15t)

GPs, Physios, Pilates teachers
and
Personal Trainers
amongst his exercise clients

Specialist Areas: Weight Management,
Over 45s & Ladies Exercise, Injury and Nutrition

www.alangordon-health.co.uk

alangordonhealth@aol.com

Telephone: 07833 110364

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk Page 5
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Church Bells

After many months of fund-raising we
have started on the work to repair our
tenor bell, stabilise the frame that all six
bells are mounted on and shot blast and
paint the bell frame, removing 100 years
of rust and dirt..

The first and most difficult first stage of
the work was to lower the bell to the
ground floor. Our tower has three sec-
tions; the top section holds the bells, the
middle section the clock mechanism and
finally the ground floor.

The bell weighs 7.5cwt (380 kilos) and
is nearly a metre wide so requires spe-
cialised lifting equipment to move and
lower it. To complicate matters the tenor
bell sits in the opposite corner of the
tower from the hatch through which it
will be lowered into the middle section
of the tower. This meant that the other
five bells had to be removed from the
bell frame and moved out of the way to
allow the tenor bell to be positioned over
the hatch. Although the other bells are
lighter than the tenor bell their combined
weight is 22cwt (1,120kilo) so moving
them entailed much physical effort. At
the same time all of the fittings and
ropes were removed to allow access to
the shot blaster.

% The next stage was
to lower the tenor
bell to the ground
floor. Here we ini-
tially had a prob-
lem, the hatch
leading to the
ground floor was
far too small to al-
low the bell to pass

through. Was the only solution to re-
moved part of the ceiling? Fortunately
we discovered that when a sixth bell was
added in 1905 a hidden hatch had al-
ready been cut into the ceiling, but its
presence was concealed by layers of var-
nish.

Using a ladder from the ground we were
able to force this hatch open and so the
bell could be lowered, as shown in the
photograph.

The original inten- m&'ﬂ" ]
tion was to trans-
port the bell to
White's workshop
in Appleton, but it
was too large to
pass through the
bell tower door
without disman-
tling the wooden
structure behind
the tapestry so it
was decided to work on the bell here,
making the new fittings at White's work-
shop.

The next stage in the operation is to in-
stall two metal beams underneath the
bell frame. The bell frame will then be
bolted to these beams so that when we
ring the bells the frame no longer moves.

At the end of August the bell frame will
be cleaned of rust by shot blasting and
repainted, but before this happens years
of dirt will be removed from the tower,
by our volunteers. This will not be a
pleasant task!

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk



Ascott Grapevine

We hope that all the work will be com-
pleted by early Autumn and all six bells
can ring out again.

We are grateful to all in the village who
provided financial support for the project
and to those who organised fund-raising
events. We were also pleased that volun-
teers from other towers, including Charl-

bury, Shipton, Spelsbury and
Chadlington, came to help on the day
that the bell was taken down. Without
their assistance we would have had to
pay White's a much higher charge for
work on that day.

Stuart

LATEST NEWS

Excellent choice of wines stocked, including
Award Winning Wines and Ascott 'Own
Label' Merlot & Sauvignon Blanc.

Your favourite COOK ready meals are now
available on your doorstep.

La Parisienne Fresh Bread and Patisserie
delivered Monday to Saturday

A M Bailey Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
delivered daily.

Newspapers and Magazines to order.

Open 7 days a week

Ascott Village Shop, Cook’s Row, High Street
Ascott-under-Wychwood OX7 6FY

Spacious comfortable rooms with

Please ring Mrs Sally Walker on

Email : sally@college-farm.com

Farmhouse B&B
In Ascott u Wychwood

Fantastic views over the
Evenlode Valley

01993 831900

01993 831240 e: shop@ascottvillageshop.co.uk
www.ascottvillageshop.co.uk

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk
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Autumn Qigong at Tiddy Hall to
Nurture, Harmonise and Conserve
your Energy

For gentle healing, relaxation and integration

Experience relaxing and revitalising Qigong and enhance your awareness of
energy with these ancient forms, breathing protocols and guided
meditations. Suitable for everyone.

Tiddy Hall
Ascott-under-Wychwood
OX7 6AG
7.30pm - 8.30pm
October 18th, 25th, November 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd

Contact Pam at pam@wychwoodhealing.com or on 07780 572283

Page 8 Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk
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Garden Notes

How to make your garden more drought resistant
What a wonderful hot summer we've been having where most of our gardens have
become a refuge and the most desirable part of the house to spend time in; but
sadly our gardens are now struggling to cope with weeks and weeks of little to no
rain so I thought I would share some tips with you to help make your garden more
resistant to drought conditions and keep it looking as fresh as possible this sum-
mer.

1. During the summer up to half of all the household water we use is used
in the garden. Reducing the amount of water you use is not only a neces-
sary and responsible step when little rainfall brings on a drought, but it is
a great way to be more friendly to the environment and save some money
along the way.

2. Cultivate your soil by digging in large quantities of organic matter to im-
prove the soil structure, soil water retention and water availability for
plants. Well rotted farmyard manure and garden compost, mushroom
compost and composted bark are all suitable forms of organic matter.
Then apply fertiliser as plants use water more efficiently where nutrient
levels are adequate.

3. Try to choose plants which suit the site's soil type and aspect as they will
be more tolerant of varying climatic conditions as well as pest and dis-
ease problems. Choose hardy Mediterranean plants with grey green or
silver foliage as they will reflect the sun's rays, helping to conserve mois-
ture within the plant tissues.

4. Buy small plants to plant in the ground as these will develop much great-
er resilience as they adapt to their conditions from a young age. Ideally
plant in the spring rather than the autumn so they can establish them-
selves a little before the dry weather arrives. Many of these Mediterrane-
an plants will suffer from root rot if planted in the autumn and become
cold and damp over winter.

5. Before planting thoroughly soak the plants in their pots in a bucket of
water until the bubbles stop rising to the surface. Thoroughly water in all
new plants and keep them watered in the first season after planting to en-
sure they establish well. Once established they will become much more
drought tolerant. The best time of day to water is early morning or in the
evening once the sun has gone down as it is cooler and less moisture will
evaporate.

6. Think spot watering, rather than broadcast. Water the soil under the
plant's canopy, covering its root zone and not the foliage as this will pro-
vide maximum benefit and minimum wastage. Soak border plants once,

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk Page 9
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wait 5 minutes then soak them again. Fill watering cans from rainwater
butts where possible and re-use 'grey' waste water from domestic use for
plants that are well established. This includes water used in cooking,
washing up and bath water. Just make sure that the water is cooled before
you take it outside and hasn't been stored for more than 24 hours.While
most soaps and detergents are harmless to plants, you shouldn't use water
containing any strong cleaners, disinfectant or bleach on the garden as
this will almost certainly harm the plants and damage the soil structure.
However it is not advisable to re-use 'grey' water on fruit and vegetable
crops or very young plants and make sure you keep grey water containers
out of the reach of children and pets.

After planting mulch your flowerbed with 2-3 inches of Strulch while the
plants establish. This is an easy to use garden mulch made from mineral-
ised wheat straw and it not only protects the soil from moisture loss, but
also feeds it, virtually eliminates weed growth and even deters slugs and
snails.It can be used throughout the garden on boarders, raised beds,
around cultivated fruit and on vegetable plots.

You may decide to do without a lawn in your drought friendly garden, but
if you cannot do without this feature in your garden, then you will be
pleased to know that lawns are surprisingly drought tolerant and usually
recover well in the autumn rains, even if they have been brown and
parched for most of the summer. Lawn irrigation should rarely be re-
quired, if at all, to keep the grass healthy. Reduce the amount of times
you mow the lawn and let the grass grow as shaggier turf creates its own
shading and retains moisture more efficiently.

Drip irrigation is now being used a lot more frequently in gardens and
Thames Water are now allowing drip irrigation even during a hosepipe
ban. This is perfectly logical as drip irrigation is far more efficient than
spraying plants with a hose. A tube carries water around the plants, and
above each plant is a small dripper. When the tap is on, water gently drips
onto the soil. It seeps in very slowly and very little is lost from the sur-
face. All you need to do is turn on your outdoor tap for 10-20 minutes in
the morning or evening or even simpler, put a timer at the tap end that
will allow water through the system for set periods each day. Great too
for when you go away on your holidays!

My favourite drought tolerant plants include Verbena, Lantana, Sage,
Poppys, Sedum, Lavender, Cistus, Helianthemum, Globe Thistle, Red
Valerian, Euphorbia, Yarrow, Russian Sage, Achillea, Coreopsis, Aga-
panthus, Alstromeria, Artemisia, Ballota, Centaurea, Convolvulus cneo-
rum, Bearded Iris, Nepeta, Salvia, Senecio, Stachys and Verbascum to
name but a few. A perfect example of all of these plants can be seen in
Beth Chatto's drought resistant garden.

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk
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Gardening with little to no water can indeed be very challenging; but with a few of
these simple tips you can still have the beautiful garden of your dreams without
irresponsible waste and high utility bills.

Juliet Ingram

Pilates with Ursulaw
Mat-boased Pilates classes at AU levels for bothy men and wowmen

Ascott under Wychwood, Tiddy Hall:
Tues 18:30 -19:30

Additional classes awve also-held in The Wychwoods, Fifield and Buwrford.

Register eanly to-awvoid disappointment viav
bookings@piateswithuwsulav.co.uk, as participanty per clasy will be limited.

AW equipment provided (Latex Free & Now-Toxic EVA foam).

Phone: 01993 830267
Mobile: 07917 090396

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk Page 11
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Annie’s Curtains and Blinds

Beautiful, handmade so
Alterations ; Felining

Leafield Picture Framing
(Tony Croft)

Complete Picture Framing Service
Mount Cutting
Wash Lining
Tapestry Stretching

Door to door delivery and collection
Home consultation if required

Please telephone
01993 878357 or call
Tony Croft
Cotswold View, Ascott Road, Leafield
for
Free Estimate or Further Details

L) -'-—577
&G e

AIRPORT TRANSFERS-
WITNEY SHUTTLE

WE PROVIDE DIRECT
TRANSFERS FROM THE
WYCHWOODS TO HEATHROW
(and other airports & cruise
terminals etc).

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL,
FRIENDLY & EXTREMELY
RELIABLE.

Please call or email for prices.

INFO@WITNEYSHUTTLE.COM
01993 705993
FREEPHONE: 0800 043 4633

DRY STONE WALLING

New walls
Repairs and restorations
Insurance work

Tom Hazzledine

01242 263428

07980 564508
drystonewalling@tomhazzledine.co.uk
www.tomhazzledine.co.uk

Page 12 Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk
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Mark David

www.mark-david.co.uk
Specialising in Village, Country, Individual and Equestrian Homes

Mark Long, Own and Direclor
| am pleased to announce that as of the 2nd October 2017 Mark David Estate Agent will be expanding
to Burford and The Cotswolds. The offices of Wychwood Estate Agents will be joining us to form unrivalled

exposure across Morth Oxfordshire and The Cortswolds.
Our London Office located in in Mayfair also provides a further 350 offices across the county providing Na-
tional Coverage and 150 International Offices. This means you as our client will be receiving more expo-
sure through ourselves than through other Estate Agents.

In addition the following services remain.
Over 30 Years Experience
Competitive and Flexible Fees
Available 7 days a week
Professional Photography and Floor Plans
Colour Brochures
Marketing Videos of your Home
Accompanied Viewing even if you are there
Elevated and Drone Photography
Regular Local and National Advertising
Regular Updates and Feedback
Proactive Marketing of Your Home
Eye Catching ‘For Sale’ & ‘Sold’ Boards
Specially Organised ‘Open House Days’ to sell your home
EXPERT Knowledge & a Focused Approach Reinforced by Dynamic Marketing
Exposure on Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin and You Tube
All Properties Available on all the Leading Internet Portals
Widest Possible Advertising Exposure

Therefore if you are selling or letting a Village, Country, Individual or Equestrian Home
please call one of our Local Directors for a confidential conversation
about how the best price can be achieved for your home.

P s CamnFasag, I v Tatas
Lo ooty Bty O Lo oy Chprgrin e Lol Dy Bk O Lol Dot vt T

Deddington Banbury Chipping Norton Burford Cotswolds London
Market House North Bar Streat Market Place Providence Houss Dashwood House Mayfair

01869 338898 01295273272 01608 644944 01993824800 01933 832288 020 7467 5330

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk Page 13



Ascott Grapevine

Tea Dances
Age UK Oxfordshire.

Age UK hold a tea dance at Tiddy Hall in Ascott-Under-Wychwood on a
monthly basis held from 2.30 - 5.00pm on the following dates:

e Sunday 2" September
e Sunday 30* September (change from October)
e Sunday 4" November

e Sunday 2"! December

Coffee Mornings at Ascott
Church

710.30am - 11.30am

Tuesday Sept 25t
Tuesday October 30t
Tuesday November 27®

All Welcome

Page 14 Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk
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[5:)
s
Rotary Club of Burford &
Kingham news.

In June, club members visited the Taylors Bell Foundry in Loughborough which

has sponsored the installation in the Tolsey Museum of a 3.25c¢wt Taynton church
bell made originally by Tom Bond in Burford. The feedback about this trip has
been so good that another is being planned for September 12th. If anyone would
LIKE TO JOIN US please contact mike.2015.clark@gmail.com as SOON as pos-
sible!

The club helped at the Carterton Armed Forces Day BBQ and will continue to
help with the National Trust Chastleton House teas. Graham Short, an internation-
ally renowned speaker, gave a “thought provoking, awe-inspiring and entertain-
ing” talk about the world of micro-artistry and engraving having engraved The
Lord's Prayer on a pin head! He has made pieces for royalty, heads of state, enter-
tainment stars and global corporations.

In September, Chris Short will be speaking about the Tolsey Museum.

For your diary

On September 215" the club is arranging a Charity Bridge Drive in aid of Riding
for the Disabled to be held in Broadwell, near Stow-on-the-Wold 10.30am -
3.30pm. The £17 fee includes welcoming coffee, playing bridge morning and af-
ternoon & a superb 2 course lunch and wine, tea or coffee. Winners' prizes and a
raffle will be provided. Bookings and enquiries:- contact Mike Clark 01451

830684 or mike.2015.clark@gmail.com

Visitors to club meetings are welcome. Please contact our secretary, Terry Best, at
terry.a.best@btinternet beforehand.

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk Page 15
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Robert Courts MP

I hope that you all had a wonderful sum-
mer, and that you were able to make the
most of the fantastic weather we had! My
toddler loved playing outdoors in the sun-
shine, and I cannot help thinking, as all
parents do, about what I can do to ensure
that he lives a happy and healthy life.
Unfortunately, childhood obesity is be-
coming endemic in our country, posing a
major public health concern for the future,
and for our NHS. What’s more, everyone
is aware of the link between smoking and
cancer, but the link between obesity and
cancer does not yet have the same recog-
nition. In fact, did you know that obesity
is the second biggest cause of cancer in
the UK?

Tackling childhood obesity requires a
comprehensive approach to improve diets
and increase physical activity. That is
why I was proud to speak about the
schools in West Oxfordshire which have
taken up the ‘Daily Mile’. This involves
children having a chance to be out in the
fresh air and walking, jogging or running
for just 15 minutes — a small commitment
that has a huge impact! The ‘Daily Mile’
helps to improve physical, social, emo-

tional, mental health and wellbeing
amongst children, and I fully support this
excellent initiative.

Over the summer, communities across
West Oxfordshire came together to raise
awareness about those living with demen-
tia as part of the Alzheimer’s Society’s
National Dementia Action Week. It was
wonderful to see the huge number and
range of activities taking place right
across the constituency, all with the aim
of breaking down the stigma around de-
mentia and showing support for those
whose lives are affected by dementia. I
fully support this initiative, as it encour-
ages conversation about a subject we all
too often avoid as a society. During this
year’s Action Week, I was trained as a
Dementia Friends Champion, meaning I
can now train others to understand how to
help those living with dementia. A few
small adjustments to our thoughts and
actions can make a huge difference.

As ever, if there is anything you would
like to raise with me, please do not hesi-
tate to contact me at
robert@robertcourts.co.uk.

Page 16
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L etters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
Could Ascott be designated a Conservation Area?

I have been toying with this idea for a few years but it now seems that the village
really should have some sort of protected status.

Already part of an Area of Natural Outstanding Beauty (ANOB) it is for the Con-
servation Team at WODC to work with the community to identify an area deserv-
ing of protection, defining its boundaries and the detail. A conservation area would
help restrict development, preserve and enhance the character and appearance of
our buildings, trees and open spaces, and help ensure that any new development is
appropriately sited and constructed.

The Victoria County History team (Simon Townley and Simon Draper) have now
published the draft version of the Wychwood parishes online: the Ascott section
details the evidence to support a conservation area.

They have both expressed astonishment that, like Shipton, it is not already protect-
ed, having assumed that it was when carrying out their survey. Our parish council
and WODC are under pressure to allow large numbers of houses to be built so this
now has some urgency. A few parishioners have already told me of their support
for the scheme and I have made initial contact with WODC Conservation Team. If
you would like to express an opinion please contact me Sue Richards 01993
830122 and suerichards(@phonecoop.coop

Sue Richards
Dear Editor,
Footpath Deregulation: protect our right to walk locally

The Parish Council has been made aware that any footpaths which are not regis-
tered on the latest Definitive Map as Public Right of Ways will be extinguished on
1 January 2026. At least one footpath locally is well-trodden by parishioners but is
not registered and there may well be others.

Research is needed to find out what is and what isn't registered and then to take the
steps required to get them registered, certain to be a lengthy and time-consuming
process. For anyone interested in doing a bit of historical research and who use
our local rights of way this could be a very interesting task. We are hoping to form
a small sub-committee of the PC to work on this — I already have a couple of po-
tential volunteers and a few individuals to approach. If you feel that you would like
to be involved or have evidence of an unregistered footpath or just want to express
an opinion, please contact Sue Richards 01993 830122 and
suerichards@phonecoop.coop

Sue Richards

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk Page 17
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Ascott Village Charity Presents

2018 Ascott-u-Wychwood Charity Run

10k Multi Terrain & 5k Fun Run/Walk

Sunday October 28"

Race starts 10.30am at the Recreation Ground, High Street

A challenging course set in the beautiful Evenlode Valley!

(Not suitable for wheelchairs or pushchairs)

Car parking, changing & shower facilities, refreshments and prizes

Medals for first 100 10k & 50 5k finishers

Entry fees: 10k (min age 15) - £12 (£14 on the day)
Sk - £6 (£7 on the day)

Closing date for postal entries is 20™ October 2018
Entries will be accepted on the day between 9am & 10am
Entry forms from
ww.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk

stuart.john.fox@gmail.com
Ascott-u-Wychwood village shop
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ASCOTT VILLAGE CHARITY PRESENTS

ASCOTTUNDERWYCHWOOD
Charity Run
10 k Multi Terrain & Sk Fun Run/Walk
SUNDAY, 28th OCTOBER 2018

10.30 am at the Recreation Ground, High St, Ascott-under-Wychwood

Medals will be awarded for First 100 10k & 50 5k finishers
Prizes for:
10k - * 18t *2nd § *3 male & female
15! male vet. 40 & vet. 50+ (not placed * above)

1st female vet. 35 & vet. 45+ (not placed "above)

5k — 151, 2nd & 374 male and female
Free car parking, changing and shower facilities, refreshments
Course not suitable for wheelchairs or pushchairs
Postal entries close 20th October 2018
Entries will be accepted on the day between 9.00 am & 10.00 am

Please enter me for:

TICK POSTAL ENTRY FEE ENTRY ON DAY
Minimum age 15 10K £12.00 £14.00
All ages 5k Fun Run/Walk I:I £6.00 £7.00
Surname: First Name:
Address:
Post Code: _ __Email:
Phone no._ __boB___ _ Sex: M__ F:_ .
| declare that | am y fit to run and that | enter at my own risk. The organisers will not be responsible for any injuries sustained

by you or for any property lost in the changing rooms or on the course

Signed: Date:
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: ASCOTT-UNDER-WYCHWOOD VILLAGE CHARITY
Send entries and (9x6) stamped addressed envelope to:
Stuart Fox, 27 London Lane, Ascott-under-Wychwood, Chipping Norton, Oxon, OX7 6AN

stuart.john.fox@gmail.com

Proceeds this year will be used towards the cost of buying a defibrillator

This form will be retained for two years and used to contact you about the 2019 & 2020 run. Iif you do not want this form

retained after the race please tick here, I:l
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“Cotswold

‘Wildlife

ark & Gardens

ON THE LAWN  (3)

tripadvisor

“GREAT DAY OUT
5, FORALL AGES" 4

Tripadvisor review

Burford, Oxfordshire
swoldwildlifepark.co.uk |

A .Lh ‘.\&
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AM I A MISOGYNIST PIG?

During the summer there was a big row
in the House of Commons over a bill to
ban the practice of upskirting, something
I had never heard of until this happened. 1
realise this is a serious matter when there
is encroachment on female privacy but
the word upskirting I find very funny.

When you are an old age pensioner you
are often asked, “What do you do with
yourself all day?”” I usually answer I
watch television and swear at the set for
the mind numbing rubbish which is
broadcast. But now I could have a new
hobby. I shall buy a camera and try a bit
of upskirting. Would it be more exciting
than bird watching or doing jigsaws at
the Day Centre, helped by the lady help-
ers who insist I find the outside pieces
first? Would I have to get a license to be
an upskirter and would I be banned near
Heathrow like flying drones are?

Will it become a tradition like wassailing.
Imagine, early New Year, young men

marauding around the cider apple or-
chards of Somerset upskirting to cele-
brate the end of winter, or beer drinking
Morris Men upskirting their way across
the Cotswolds?

Is there any connection with upskirting
and swan upping? Did poor people dur-

ing the 19% century hide swans under the
large skirts Victorian women wore, to
stop them being counted by the mon-
arch’s men paddling up the Thames?

Spike Milligan wrote a sketch called ‘The
Phantom Raspberry Blower of Old Lon-
don Town’. Would he have written a
classic called ‘The Demon Upskirter of
Lambeth Walk’?

If the law is passed to ban upskirting will
this also apply to Scotsmen in kilts? Or
will the County Council appoint an offi-
cial Upskirter, so we will all know when
winter draws on?

Fred Russell

_o‘,—
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COFFEE MORNINGS

Come and join us for a coffee/tea and chat
between 10 o’clock and mid-day

at

The Mill

Ascott under Wychwood OX7 6AP

on
Saturday 8™ September
Saturday 13%" October
Saturday 10 November

EVERYBODY WELCOME

Page 22 Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk



Ascott Grapevine

Sh aun G ua rd Wychwood Wrought Iron ::’:Y‘o“-‘

Specialists in handmade wrought iron for the home

TVAERAL [F#i3 %@

CURTAIN POLES
WALL LIGHTS

|

m Poor reception solved L —
m Aerials - repaired & supplied /h LAMPS
m TV's - hung on your wall or set up & tuned | FIRESIDE
m Extra TV Points - for aerial and Sky | AND MUCH MUCH MORE...
= Internet - extension points & improved wifi | -
m Sky TV - also foreign language TV We welcome you to visit our showroom

| and workshop, in Ascott-under-Wychwood,

£ OXFORD AERIALS seven days a week by appointment.
E Call us on

01993 832850

b C al I w it n‘ey or to see our full range of products, visit
01993 608118 wychwoodwroughtiron.com

Acade
YOUR LOCAL

REGISTERED STOCKISTS AND INSTALLERS OF

GARAGE DOORS & REMOTE OPERATORS

QUALITY DOORS ALL SIZES REMOTE CONTROL DOORS
SECURITY LOCKS & SHUTTERS SUPPLY - FIT
SPARES - REPAIRS FULLY GUARANTEED

LOCAL RESIDENTS -10% DISCOUNT ON STOCKED DOORS

REGISTERED INSTALLERS
HORMANN / GARADOR / CARDALE / WESSEX / HENDERSON / RUNDUM
SILVELOX / NOVOFERM

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01993 778836 / 01865 246444

MANY WORKING DOORS & OPERATORS ON DISPLAY AT:
SHOWROOM, UNIT 24, AVENUE ONE, STATION LANE, WITNEY, OXON, 0X28 4XZ

www.garagedoors.org
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Highway maintenance
factsheet - Summer 2018
About Oxfordshire’s roads

o The road network managed by Oxfordshire County Council is 2,994 miles
long.

o The network is made up of: A roads (15%); B roads (10%), and C or un-
classified roads (75%). The high

e proportion of C and unclassified roads, which are often not built to mod-
ern standards and in rural locations, makes highway maintenance a major
challenge.

e The A34, M40 and A43 are managed and maintained by Highways Eng-
land.

e Our total budget for carriageway repairs for 2018/19 is around £1 1m.

e ]t would cost around £250m to bring the network to an acceptable stand-
ard, and then would require an annual capital investment of £21m to keep
them at that standard through resurfacing.

e In addition, £5m a year is needed for regular maintenance (gulley clean-
ing, pot hole repair, grip cutting, siding out etc).

e Oxfordshire has fewer miles of road assessed as ‘good’ than the national
average, but fewer in a ‘poor’ condition. We also have a higher percent-
age in ‘fair’ condition than the national average. The table below shows
the condition of the highway network nationally with the Oxfordshire

comparison.
Good% Fair% Poor%
Oxfordshire |England Oxfordshire | England Oxfordshire | England
2017/18 47 54 43 28 10 18
2016/17 45 53 45 30 10 17
2015/16 48 48 43 39 10 13

Good: 15 years or more life remaining

Fair: 5-15 years life remaining

Poor:  Less than 5 years life remaining
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Winter impact
e The regular freeze and thaw, coupled with some exceptionally wet weath-
er means that road surfaces have taken a battering, resulting in a jump in
defect reports.

e Snow in December 2017 damaged an already fragile network, with two
further freezes in January and March 2018.

Fix My Street

e Fix My Street is the main way to report any highway defect that does not
pose an immediate safety or injury risk found on our roads.
(https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk)

e Reports on Fix My Street peaked at 8,456 reports for the month of
March.

e [fyou are reporting an emergency please do not report it online, but ring
our Customer Service Centre on 0345 310 1111.

e The table below shows all reports (including potholes, street lighting,
traffic signals, general highway requests) made since the start of 2017
month by month. August 2017 is when our own inspectors started adding
their finds on Fix My Street.

2017 2018
January 1852 7171
February 2727 7080
March 2104 8456
April 915 7989
May 1248 6214
June 1259 5064
July 1544 N/A
August 2750 N/A
September 2994 N/A
October 3194 N/A
November 3233 N/A
December 2952 N/A

Highways inspections
e We carry out routine inspections of our road and footpath network. The
frequency depends of the type of road and volume of traffic, with the bus-
iest roads being inspected up to 12 times a year.
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We have a team of 18 highway inspectors in Oxfordshire.

Our inspectors check things that are reported to us by the public on Fix
My Street and also carry out their own proactive inspections ensuring that
everything that requires repairing is logged and an order placed with our
contractors.

W e have a duty to ensure roads are safe and our policy is to fix the most
serious safety concerns within 24hrs. Any judged as less urgent will be
fixed within 28 days.

Inspectors mark-up potholes with one of two coloured paints. Red is for
potholes that we will fill within either two or 24 hours depending on the
circumstances, and white for all others i.e. up to 28 day.

Yellow paint is used by technical officers to mark up larger scale patching
works but not standard defects.

Maintenance progress

Page 26

We currently have 18 crews working on our roads — the largest number
we have ever used. In the summer, we would previously have had six.

We have doubled our minor patching crews from two to four, and also
doubled our minor works gangs from two to four.

We have recently bought a new Dragon patching machine. We now have
two Dragons in Oxfordshire, with a third shared with two other highway
authorities.

We have dealt with 23,809 potholes since January 2018. This is 64% up
on last year and equates to fixing and average of 3,968 potholes a month.

Pothole fixing peaked in March with 5,146 being repaired.

We have dealt with a total of 28,358 defects (potholes, drains, damaged
signs etc) in total since January 2018.

Again repairs overall peaked in March with 5,786 being completed.

We are doing more ‘saw-cut’ repairs on A and B roads. This is a longer-
lasting but more expensive method, but is not suitable for roads in a gen-
erally poor condition.

The county council received an extra £2.9m in funding from the Depart-
ment for Transport to repair roads damaged during the most recent winter.
This is made up of £1.574m pothole grant and £1.362m from the flood
resilience fund.

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk
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Maintenance types

Temporary fill
Used in some instances to make a location safe for a few days until traffic man-
agement can be organised to do a permanent repair.

Sweep and fill
‘Sweep and fill’ is a quick, simple and cost-effective method to deal with a defect
and make it safe.

This is also the best repair method when the surrounding road condition is poor.

Saw-cut repairs

A neater and longer-lasting method which is used on A and B roads and some
other roads where the circumstances allow. Holes are cut square and any debris
removed before being filled and compacted.

Dragon patching

This versatile machine can carry out pothole filling and small-scale surface dress-
ing. The pothole is dried with a flame-thrower before spraying in bitumen and
chippings, creating a waterproof fix. The Dragon is used on rural roads and, for
this reason, is largely self-sufficient with a small crew being able to travel round,
fix potholes and handle any traffic management that is needed.

Structural patching

This is like resurfacing as detailed below. However the team targets a specific
area where there are problems with potholes and cut out the unsound area of sur-
facing — often several square metres — and resurface only that area. This is a good
for localised problems that do not justify a larger resurfacing scheme and means
that we can do more work with our limited funds.

Surface dressing

This technique, which involves applying bitumen and chippings, is used to seal
and extend the life of roads by 8 to 12 years. This is not a repair in the same sense
as those listed above, but something you will see on local roads from time to time.

Resurfacing

Full resurfacing of stretches of road is the most costly but effective solution to
worn and crumbling road surfaces. The county council, as is the case across the
country, is able to do only a limited number of these comprehensive reconstruc-
tion projects.

e We monitor the quality of repairs and if any are found or reported to us
that have failed these are raised with our contractors who will take reme-
dial action.
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e [n some instances you may see a repair, or the road surrounding it, that
appears to be in poor condition. This situation it is likely that it is a tem-
porary solution until we are able to programme a more substantial repair
for that piece of road.

The costs of repairs

Sweep and fill £40/50 approx per defect

Dragon patcher £22 per defect

Saw cut repair £70-80 per defect

Structural patching £2,500 a day

Surface dressing £4 - £8 per sqm

Surfacing £25 - £80 per sqm depending on depth

Costs vary depending on the traffic management required to carry out the work e.g.
traffic lights, road closures or diversions.

How to report a problem on Fix My Street

o Visit fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
e Enter an Oxfordshire postcode, or street name and area.
e [ ocate the problem on the map.

e Enter details of the problem. You can submit pictures if you have some,
but don’t try to take them if it’s not safe to do so. If you can get a picture
try to provide one that shows the defect and the area around it so our in-
spectors can find it on site — close ups of potholes don’t help too much.

e Confirm the report and Oxfordshire County Council will investigate.

e [f you are reporting an emergency please do not report it online, but ring
our Customer Service Centre on 0345 310 1111
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Martyrs’ Day 23 June 2018

The sun shone and the visitors arrived. On The Green the horse chestnut tree
stood proud, sheltering the Martyrs seats and welcoming our guests from Ascott,
West Oxfordshire and the counties beyond, and more excitingly a party of de-
scendants from New Zealand and Australia.

The sixteen Ascott Martyrs were all local women but a number joined the migra-
tion to other continents forced on this agricultural community as they chose to
escape the poverty, deprivation and lack of opportunity enforced by the class sys-
tem. The event of 1873 was during a long and deep agricultural depression, the
aftermath of enclosure and disafforestation of Wychwood. Only five family
names were involved so it was fascinating to see the lengthy family trees re-
searched by Vicki Robb and the map of Ascott showing the buildings at that time
as Harvey Warner works on identifying the houses where the women may once
have lived.

The church pews and aisles were filled for the first public debut of the textile
wallhanging created and stitched by a group who have been meeting regularly
over the past year, continuing the long tradition of Workers Educational Associa-
tion classes in Ascott. Beverley McCombs, author of The Ascott Martyrs, and a
descendant whose relatives emigrated to New Zealand very soon after the women
were released from prison, and Marie Moss, descendant and Ascott resident, per-
formed the unveiling.

Beverley spoke movingly of reliving their experience as she researched their past,
their present and their futures. Dressed in a blue silk dress and bonnet, black as-
trakhan cape and red flannel petticoat (as the women wore at the rally organised
by the National Agricultural Labourers Union to celebrate their homecoming) she
greatly appreciated the reconnection forged by the modern group of women with
the sixteen individuals who stood up to authority and paid the price.

Traditional folk singing group Shepherds Crook presented a programme of local
songs interspersed with readings from contemporary sources which together rec-
reated the story from yet another perspective. The congregation then enjoyed teas
served in the Lady Chapel — raising £250 for church funds — whilst old and new
friends shared stories and connections sparked by everyone’s travel back in time.

Unite the Union, representing agricultural workers today, have been very support-
ive of Ascott Martyrs Educational Trust and the textile project. We were delight-
ed to welcome their officials and most especially Diana Holland, Assistant
General Secretary, who travelled all the way from London after a prior engage-
ment for just an all too brief visit.

The textile has a permanent home in the church but until 23 September is on dis-
play at Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock as part of a small exhibition commemo-
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rating the centenary of votes for women. It hangs alongside the Martyrs Quilt
which was reputedly started in prison by Martha Smith and is on loan from the
People’s History Museum, Manchester. The textile will also be on show at the
Wychwood Forest Fair at Ditchley near Charlbury on Sunday 2 September.
Beverley’s book The Ascott Martyrs is on sale at Ascott Village Shop price £15.
The booklet document the creation of the textile wallhanging is available from Sue
Richards 01993 830122, email suerichards@phonecoop.coop

A short film of Beverley speaking at the unveiling ceremony and Shepherds Crook
performing can be watched on YouTube: https://youtu.be/r7JjaTI2X2¢g

Sue Richards

.~ ASCOTT MARTYRS
A 5

e

\‘ MAYiBm ‘/

Beverley McCombs
and Marie Moss

Shepherds Crook
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Ascott Martyrs Trust

Seats

Regular followers of the long running saga of the seat maintenance/cleaning on the
green may have noticed that we did not hold the suggested survey on the options
during Martyrs Day. This was due to a late reorganisation of the day with the focus
on just the unveiling of the memorial textile which is reported elsewhere.

The Trust now feels that it is almost impossible to hold a village “referendum”
(would it divide the village like BREXIT?) on whether to move the seats and be-
lieve now that this should be a Parish Council decision. We are forever grateful to
Ann Renton and Juliet Hazelwood for regularly cleaning the seats.

We will however still continue our 2 year campaign to have more
information on the green. We have also asked if we can place our
new QR code which links to our website but we have yet to re-
ceive a response from the Parish Council.

New Trustees

We are delighted to expand the number of Trustees as we finally register with the
Charities Commission, Paula Nielsen who has been involved for some time in vari-
ous positions with the Wychwood Historical Society and Diane Holland a very sen-
ior official of the Unite Union who is waiting formal confirmation from the Union
executive will bring the number to 6, 4 woman to 2 men!

Chippy Jail Benches

The 3 from the chipping Norton Police Station have been placed under the textile in
the church, at the Chipping Norton Museum and the large one in the Tiddy Hall
Committee Room.

Martyrs Book Order

Beverley McCombs’ book will soon be available at each of the Oxfordshire librar-
ies as well as for sale at the Village Shop at the discounted price of £15.

The Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock
The Quilt, believed to be made by Martyr Martha Smith and others, is on display

until 23" September with the new commemorative textile. Do go along and see,
there is also a very attractive garden café.

19t October Heritage Presentation Tiddy Hall

Make a note now in your diary for a very special evening presentation by Dr Simon
Draper of the Victoria County History project which has just been completed on the
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Wychwoods. He will focus on what Ascott was like in 1873, the time of the As-
cott Martyrs. To book call 01993 831967. Admission £5 including Coffee/biscuits.

Paul Jackson
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A bus service for the
Wychwood villages

The Wychwood villages have not been well-served by public transport until recent-
ly when West Oxfordshire Community Transport introduced a new route to con-
nect Witney and Chipping Norton with the villages in between. Ascott now enjoys
five buses a day in each direction (Service 210), making it possible to travel on
weekdays at the time of your choice, perhaps allowing an opportunity to work or
attend appointments which would previously have been impossible. This is an ex-
tension of the scheme originated in Witney by local Labour councillors who have
worked so hard on planning and securing the necessary funding.

As well as taking advantage of the service you can support the scheme by becom-
ing a member. West Oxfordshire Community Transport Limited is a community
benefit society, a not-for-profit organisation run primarily for the benefit of the
community at large and with democratic decision-making built into its structure.
By becoming a member you can be involved in making the decisions which affect
how we operate by voting on a range of matters at our annual meeting and electing
our board. Even if you do not use the service, you can support the objectives of
West Oxfordshire Community Transport Limited which are to provide public trans-
port facilities for people within the West Oxfordshire community where they are
most needed — specifically for elderly people, people on low incomes or those with
disabilities, people with young children or those living in isolated areas.

You can become a member for as little as £1 — call 01993 630124 or email
info@WOCT.gmail.com or download an application form on the Witney Town
Council website www.witney-tc.gov.uk

The innovative scheme featured in a recent article by Aditya Chakrabortty
<https://www.theguardian.com/profile/adityachakrabortty>,

'"The Town that Refused to Let Austerity Kill its Buses', which can be read on The
Guardian website theguardian.com

N A Ivy’s Florist st 2005 Tel: 01993 830 268
4
\i ;

Flowers for all occasions Helium Balloons  Deliveries Available

Family business on this site for over 120 years

8 Church Street, Shipton under Wychwood, Oxon OX7 6BP
Closed on Mondays
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4* BED & BREAKFAST IN ASCOTT
Meadowbank House

Jenna Saunders

Seamstress and Dressmaker

3 excellent independent en suite rooms

Alterations for your friends or relatives
H coming to stay.
Dl'eSSITI.a ki ng Quiet location with lovely gardens.
Soft Furnishings Off-road parking.

Children welcome.

WiFi, Flat screen TV'’s, hairdryers,

-\ Tealcoffee making facilities
01993 830612
mobile 07952 657906
01993 831338 ingrid@meadowbank-ascott.co.uk
saundersjenna@hotmail.com www.meadowbank-ascott.co.uk
Robert Gripper

Antique Furniture Restorer

Repairs & rebuilds, veneering, carving &
urning, colouring, French polishing,

finishing, upholstery, desk leathers, gilding
Inirrors & picture frames, insurance work & L

saluations, clock repairs, and much more.....
Manor Farm E

\scott under Wychwood
Oxfordshire, OX7 6AL
01993 831960

01993 830395 fax robgripper@btinternet.com

4
[ 4

eell®
%
L 3
vitile
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FOOTPRINTS FROM
ASCOTT’S PAST - PART 4

BOOM AND BUST

Practically all of us have heard of the
Doomsday Book, an account of the distri-
bution and value of the land and people
of England made in 1086 on the orders of
William the Conqueror.

But probably nowhere near as many have
heard of the Hundred Rolls, a rather simi-
lar account written in 1279-80 on the or-
ders of Edward 1. They are called the
Hundred Rolls because the land of Eng-
land at that time was divided up into are-
as called Hundreds and Ascott came
under the Hundred of Chadlington. This
second accounting is much more detailed
and includes the tenancies, duties and
ownership of not only the major land-
owners but continues right down to the
lowliest tenants (cottars) and even to
freemen. The Rolls sought to establish
the rights to land. They perhaps could
have been used for taxation purposes or
lawsuits. The inquiry followed a number
of decades of disputes and uprisings
which involved land ownership and so
sought to establish the rights to disputed
land. However perhaps the accounts
proved unworkable depending on which
side of a dispute brought the case to
court. Perhaps it gave too much power to
the lowliest as opposed to their lord, or
established other such difficulties. Al-
though probably collected nationwide,
many of the Rolls have disappeared.
They were never collated into a book as
Doomsday was, and appear, despite the
magnitude of the work, to have never
been used. But since the Roll covering
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Ascott has survived we can see a fairly
substantial list of the inhabitants and
owners of land in Ascott at that time.

They may only relate to Ascott Doyley
since Roger Doyley is listed as the Lord
of the Manor. Ascott Earl may have been
listed under Shipton as the Lord of the
Manor there ruled some of Ascott’s land

in the 13t century.

In descending status are listed fourteen
unfree but land holding countrymen (vil-
leins), eight unfree tenants holding at
least a substantial yardland (at least 40
acres) and twenty one tenants (cottars) of
a cottage and perhaps a small area of
land. Their various services to the Lord of
the Manor are recorded such as helping
with the farm work on their Lord’s land
at certain times and days. Also recorded
are their own obligatory rights in the cus-
toms of the Manor.

Bicroft is mentioned, the first recorded
name for an area of land in the parish. It
was the land running from the footbridge
at Mr Grippers to the mill, a meadow run-
ning along the north side of the river. The
mill is mentioned and William Molendi-
nar is listed at Ascott Mill, a free tenant,
along with eleven other freemen. A ford
near the bridge on Chippy Hill is men-
tioned and the fact that some land was
owned by St Frideswides Priory in Ox-
ford. At least five women are listed
amongst the above, three named Agnes,
obviously a popular name at the time.

Since only the heads of the household are
listed we can assume that Ascott had
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grown into a fairly substantial village
with a bridge built to carry the Chippy
road and a church had also been built on
the common land in the middle of the vil-
lage between the two manors. The popu-
lation was increasing as was the
population across the country generally.

However, this scenario would only con-
tinue into the first half of the next century
because disaster was approaching with
the arrival of the Black Death in 1348.
How this affected Ascott we have no idea
since no further records are available un-

til the fifteenth century. But it is believed
that in this part of the country at least half
the population died and the workforce
was decimated. This situation inevitably
brought to an end the feudal system of
servile tenure which was established in
this country following the Norman Con-
quest. With so many less labourers to sup-
port the system, manpower was in high
demand and a different age dawned for
the labouring poor.

Wendy Pearse

_o‘,—

NO MAN IS AN ISLAND.

I think I have solved the problem of recy-
cling plastic bottles and so helping to
save the blue planet and mankind.

My plan would be to collect all plastic
bottles which must have their stoppers or
corks so they cannot sink. These would
be welded together or put into very large
nets. These would be joined together to
create large artificial islands anchored in
the Thames Estuary, Bristol Channel and
other estuaries around this other Eden,
Shakespeare’s septic isle. On these would
be constructed large solar panels to pro-
duce energy. There would be no reason
why crops could not be grown on these
islands once the salt water was filtered

and treated. If enough of these plastic
islands could be built, it would free up
more land on shore, for bigger housing
estates to be built to overwhelm ancient
rural villages. More land to extend airport
runways and destroy homes and commu-
nities that had been there for generations.
More land for Railtrack to create a net-
work to criss-cross the country so we can
get to London five minutes faster. But is
all this progress? What is progress?

An egg can progress or evolve into a
chicken. Another egg can progress into a
crocodile and bite your leg off. Would
this be considered progress?

Fred Russell

_o‘,—
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SOCRATES

“When you get ashore you will find the
Cypriot people very friendly,” said the
senior army officer, “But always remem-
ber,” he went on to say, ”’You are superi-
or to all of them”.

It was October 1958. I with many more
young men in army uniform, was waiting
to go ashore on the island of Cyprus to
finish our two years National Service.
Most of my eighteen months would be
spent cooking in the officers’ mess near
Limassol, and the sergeants’ mess near
Famagusta. I like to tell people I was
trained to go behind enemy lines to poi-
son the opposition. There were a number
of comrades who would have said we
were trying to do the same to them. If the
food was bad in the army, army cooks
could make it even worse.

Most military bases on Cyprus from the
mid 1950’s to the early 1960’s employed
many civilians, both Greek and Turkish.
A few months before I was due to come
home, a young Greek came to work in
the mess as a waiter. He was always
smartly dressed and spoke very good
English. He told me he had been a teach-
er. Why he had finished as a waiter I
never found out, and time has caused me
to forget his name. But what I do remem-
ber, he was very proud of his Greek her-

itage. We liked to talk of Socrates and
philosophy. I had never heard of Socrates
who had lived over 2000 years ago. I
could have told him the colours of the top
football teams and where they played.
What importance had Socrates to do with
me? I was looking forward to being back
in Ascott amid the green trees and fields.
One of the tales the young waiter would
tell, true or not, it was said the old philos-
opher had a nagging wife. One day after
a row, she picked up an earthenware pot
full of water and broke it over his head.
Socrates is supposed to have remarked,
“After the thunder comes the rain.”

Six decades have gone by now and I have
come to realize Socrates is a hero for hu-
manity. He belongs not just to Greece but
to the world. I have often wondered was
Jesus Christ ever influenced by his teach-
ings? They had one thing in common.
They both went to their death for what
they believed.

Many years after National Service days,
The Brazilian football team, who many
consider the best in the world, had a cap-
tain called Socrates. Is it too much to
hope we might see Gazza or Becks go up
to Oxford to read Classics?

Fred Russell

_o‘,—
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PC News July 2018

As we move into late summer we do
hope that you have enjoyed the beautiful
days and not suffered too much from the
heat.

GENERAL DATA
PROTECTION
REGULATION (GDPR)

At our AGM in May the Parish Council
was back to full strength with Brian
Leach agreeing to join us. He was im-
mediately thrown’ into the deep end’ as
we navigated our way through all the
requirements of GDPR. Although this
has been extra work, the aim is for us to
make our correspondence with you more
secure, especially when we correspond
through e-mail. It has also been an op-
portunity to review the Parish Council
section of the village website. Very
soon we will have more information
available on the website and our Clerk
and all Parish Councillors will only be
e-mailing on dedicated PC e-mail ad-
dresses. We owe Brian many thanks for
his patience in explaining everything to
us and setting up our new system.

Unfortunately for those of you who are
already on our contact lists, we have to
ask you for your permission to continue
to keep your personal details on our files.
We are all probably tired of doing this
already but PLEASE could you reply to
our online form as soon as possible. We
hope that you will find it easy to use. If
not, just contact one of us by e-mail or
with a hand written note. For those not
using e-mail we will deliver a form
through your letterbox.
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FOOTPATHS

Do you care about the footpaths in and
around Ascott-u-W? There is a chance
that some of these will be closed on 1
January 2026. Any path that is not on the
official OS ‘Definitive Map’ will no
longer be a public right of way and the
owner will have the right to close it.
There is a job to be done here which in-
volves interviewing local walkers, gather-
ing historic evidence of use, investigating
old and new maps and potentially filling
out evidence forms if an application is
needed to register a particular footpath. It
is too big a job for the PC on top of our
core work and so we propose establishing
a ‘sub-committee’ to help. Would any-
one like to be involved? Would you at
least fill out a form to say that you have
used a certain footpath for over 20 years?
Please contact Philippa Carter, the sooner
the better.

SPEED WATCH

Do speeding vehicles annoy you enough
to take action? We have been offered the
free use of a Speedwatch camera and our
new District Councillor, Jake Acock, is
arranging a training session in Septem-
ber. Please contact Sandy Timms asap if
you would like to be a member of an As-
cott Speedwatch team.

ROAD SAFETY and
POTHOLES

Peter Rance has been busy negotiating
with OCC Highways to improve signage
and visibility at the Chipping Norton
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bridge. He has been supported by Coun-
ty Councillor Liz Leffman. OCC has
also announced that they will invest in a
second ‘Dragon Patcher’ and hope very
much that potholes will be repaired more
quickly in future. (See a detailed OCC
Highways report elsewhere in this edi-
tion)

ALLOTMENTS

We have 1 allotment available — please
contact Brian Leach.

VEGETATION
OVERHANGING
PAVEMENTS

Please, please could you make sure that
your garden plants, hedges and trees are
not stopping pedestrians from using the
pavements. This is your responsibility,
even the plants that grow at the base of
your garden wall. Now that nesting is
over, things can be cut back and please
could you do so up to 2 metres. Remem-
ber too to allow for the vegetation to grow
and still not be in the way. One of our
senior residents was brushed by a passing
vehicle recently as he tried to avoid an
overgrown hedge. This is not acceptable
and very inconsiderate. We understand
residents’ concern for wildlife but there
needs to be a balance for humans and
wildlife to live in harmony and safety!

PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT

The 6 houses at the top of Maple Way are
now complete. We hope that the new
occupants will enjoy living in the village
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and that the whole development will ma-
ture and blend in, just as Orchard Way
has. The public footpath leading to the
top of Dawls Close has been re-opened.
Local Maple Way and Dawls Close resi-
dents have been very kind to the contrac-
tors during their time working here. The
site manager wanted to thank everyone
and commented that he will miss working
in this little bit of heaven, despite all the
atrocious weather they had to endure
through the winter and spring!

There have been no new applications for
development but Cornbury Estate is again
considering a development of the old cow
sheds at the end of High St. High St
residents and the Village Shop committee
have had the opportunity to voice their
opinions informally. If and when Corn-
bury does produce a plan, the agent has
promised to present it to all village resi-
dents in Tiddy Hall before a formal appli-
cation is lodged. They are considering
6-10 dwellings.

HISTORICAL
ASCOTT-UNDER-
WYCHWOOD

Martyrs Seats - The Parish Council has
taken a decision not to change the ar-
rangement of the Seats at this time. We
have heard from a number of residents
about this issue and there are just as many
against moving the seats as there are for.
We do not feel that we have a clear man-
date nor the time to organise a full consul-
tation at the moment. Anyone wishing to
help with a rota for keeping the seats clean
of bird muck, please contact Philippa
Carter.
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The Pound — Again we are most grateful
to the Wychwood Project for re-building a
wall in the Pound. This time they are
tackling the dividing wall with the Church-
yard which has been bulging dangerously
for some time. The work will take approx-
imately 6 months as the volunteers only
work on Mondays and Tuesdays.

And finally ..... a lovely piece of news.
Many congratulations to Graham and Li-
anne Ranson on the birth of their first
child, a lovely daughter. Graham is con-
sidering his position as a Parish Councillor
as he gets used to the massive change in
routine!! We hope that he will ultimately
decide to stay as it has been so good to
have the views of a much younger P Coun-
cillor, but he has promised to keep in touch
if not. We wish them all every joy.

Parish Council Members:

Philippa Carter (Chairman) 830344
Peter Rance 831113
Sandy Timms 831870

Brian Leach
Graham Ranson
Angela Barnes (Parish Clerk)

01608 641045

Local Bus Services

The WOCT 210 weekday service has now
been most beneficially added to compli-
ment the Villager service. Both are volun-
teer operated and grant aided by our PC,
as they are the only means of transport for
anumber of our residents. Their continued
beneficial operation is however crucially
dependent upon sufficient customer us-
age, so please make use of them both and
spread the word about them to those who
might need to know. Existing users are
very pleased with both operators and their
very helpful volunteer drivers.

Ascott-under-Wych -
wood Powishy Councils

Philippa Carter

pippa.carter@ascottpc.org.uk
peter.rance(@ascottpc.org.uk
sandy.timms(@ascottpc.org.uk
brian.leach@ascottpc.org.uk

clerk@ascottpc.org.uk

_o‘,—
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Ascott School Journal c1955

Yew Tree Farm

This farm, at the end of High Street, is the property of Mr. Watney of Cornbury Park.
It was built in 1679 (the date is on the front) and has probably always been occupied
and farmed by the Chaundy family. The name was first spelt Chawney, in the oldest
church Register, 1593, and by about 1795 it had changed to Chaundy. Now Mr and
Mrs Barrett have it and Mrs Barrett was a Miss Chaundy. There are ....
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..no men of the family left. The other lots of farm buildings further west, along High
St., go with it. In the map of 1838, the piece near the farm is marked “Chaundy’s
home ground” and a big piece on the south side of High St. is called “Chaundy’s
ground” and on the north side next to the corner house, there is “Chaundy’s
close”and “Chaundy home” which was held by...

..another brother then.

This is the only farm with a herd of milking cows.

_o‘,—
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Open Gardens Day

The Gardens at Wychwood Manor were opened to the public on June 10™ in order
to raise funds for Holy Trinity Church, Ascott. We were blessed with warm and
sunny weather and were delighted to receive 234 visitors, despite there being open
gardens events on the same day in neighbouring villages.

There was a plant stall, bursting at the seams with so many fine plants, donated by
villagers and from the gardens of Wychwood Manor.

Also on sale adjacent to the plant stall was a range of beautiful wooden kitchen
utensils that had been produced by Paul Cunningham.

Our raffle, with prizes a hamper, plant and tickets to Cotswold Wildlife Park
proved to be very popular and of course one of the highlights of the afternoon
were the teas and home made cakes.

Thanks to the efforts of all involved a magnificent total of £2,506 was raised and a
pleasant afternoon was enjoyed by all.
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Afternoon Tea, Breakfast, lunch, LIGHT BITES, coffee,
tea and cake, cold drinks, bubbly and anything you
could ever wish for in a cotswold tea room.

L]

S *
-

¥ .”'

-

Open 7 days a week + 24 High Street, Chipping Norton = 01608 642233 |

Outside catering,
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TIDDY HALL

Piano Lessons

Pauline Carter

BA A MusLCM CTABRSM MISM

01993 774568

roseneathmusicschool.com|
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ROSENEATH SCHOOL OF
MUSIC SUMMER CONCERT
2018

What wonderful young musicians we have in the Wychwoods!

On June 9%, forty young musicians, all well rehearsed and smartly dressed, played
to a packed Tiddy hall in their annual summer concert. Some of the youngest per-
formers had had only a few lessons at the piano yet gave truly polished perform-
ances.

Scenes of rural life, sensitively and lyrically played by Alastair Weeks, Sophie
Jackson and Billy Foster were complimented with equine themes from Henry
O’Brien (Wonkey Donkey) and Lucy Shaw (Horse in a Lighthouse). Ben Wal-
entiny and Finlay Dempsey competed in Camptown Races with Millicent Gripper
providing some tough competition from Dick Turpin and Alice Thorne as Cowboy
Joe.

It is always a joy to welcome back previous pupils and Arthur Robertson engaged
the audience with his orange trombone and a witty performance of The Bare ne-
cessities while his sister played the most popular piece of the evening, African
Melody No 3 by Einaudi. Ben O’Brien played two pieces from his grade six exam;
Cruella De Vil sent a shiver down the spines of all but the bravest but all terrors
were later dispelled with an exquisitely phrased Slow Waltz by Oskar Merikanto.

My aim in programming this concert is to provide music for all tastes and I was
delighted to welcome Alasdair Jackson and his band, the Kokroaches, a group of
young people from Carterton who rehearse and compose in the Rock Barn in Wit-
ney. As some of you will be aware, this building is due to be sold and their re-
hearsal space, and that of many other musicians, is currently under threat. The
audience were asked to sign the petition encouraging WODC to purchase it as a
community asset.
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As the audience enjoyed their interval refreshments, the stage was being reset for
Jake Briggs, on piano, and his band, B.A. Ware who played Seven Nation Army.
Here was a band with potential and well directed and arranged by Jake.

The Piano Gallery supplied us with a beautiful grand piano and this was exploited
to its full potential by parent, Andrew Foster, playing Mozart’s Fantasia in D mi-
nor and, in the centenary of his death, The Girl With The Flaxen Hair by Claude
Debussy. Georgia Thorne made a special appearance with For River by Kan R
Gao which was played with profound thoughtfulness and close attention to the dy-
namic development. Earlier in the programme she had joined Cassia Belardo in
Delibes’ famous flower duet, specially arranged for two clarinets. Both she and
Cassia demonstrated their commitment to and competence with the clarinet reper-
toire and Cassia later performed the second movement of Stamitz’ clarinet concer-
to N°. 3.

Every concert seems to mark a milestone and this
year we said goodbye to Eddie Gripper who plans to
continue studying music at university. Eddie is such
b a talented musician who plays the piano and the
trumpet with immense competence and has even
been known to pedal away on a harmonium. During
the past year he has passed several higher exams
with flying colours and in recognition of this and his
future career, he was presented with membership of
the Incorporated Society of Musicians. Eddie brought the evening to a close with
Consolation by Franz Liszt.

Well, that’s it for this year. Meanwhile, I’'m off to the Proms. . . Go if you can,
it’s fabulous, but if not, watch it on BBC 4 or tune in nightly to BBC radio 3.

Happy music-making,

Pauline Carter

PRIZEWINNERS 2018 Most Promising New

Young Musician of Lavelle Cup Pianist
the Year

Lucinda Johnson Leo Walentiny Samuel Clews
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Most Promising Pianist Most Promising

at Leafield School :
ist at Combe School Valley School

Peter Weeks

Audience

PS

touch, Pauline@roseneathmusicschool.com

Most Promising Pian- Pianist at Windrush

Poppy Digweed Millicent Gripper
Most Outstanding Pupil over 18 — John Hobley
Progress prizes — Isabelle Baird, Billy Foster
and Jake Gibbons

If I have inspired anyone of any age to learn the piano or study music, just get in

Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk
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Golf Match

One Friday evening in The Swan last September, Ros Shepherd walked into the
Pub having had a round of golf with friends. That's when it came to me....a Charity
Golf Match to raise money for the Church......and thus the idea was conceived...just
one problem though my Golf Knowledge is extremely limited!

I was very fortunate though to have Jenny Manners, a golfing guru, agree to help
me and another plus, she worked at The Wychwood Golf Club!

So on June 15th, 39 Golfers met at The Wychwood to play in teams, play for vari-
ous prizes and at the same time raise money. Then in the evening, a further 28
friends joined the Golfers for the prize giving and a meal!

An incredible £1,734.01 was raised through generous sponsorship of holes, Players
entry fees and an excellent raffle.

A huge thank you to everyone who contributed to such a successful day and an ex-
tra big thank you to Jenny and Roger Manners and The Wychwood Golf Club for
all their help and support.

Debra Cull
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NWYCHWOOD FOLK CLUB

_.QOGGOBlI,p :

In assoctation with the Wychwood Brewery
At Tiddy Hall or The Swan Inn Shipton Rd, Ascott -u- Wychwood

Sat Sept 1** Tom McConville + support from Friction Farm
Tickets £10.00 in advance £12.00 on the door The Swan Inn
“One of the greatest violinists I've ever heard and by far the biggest influence in my

music - A true master” Seth Lakeman

Sat Sept 15 Steve Ashley + support from Fly Yeti Fly

Tickets £10.00 in advance £12.00 on the door Tiddy Hall
Steve Ashley is one of British folk’s finest singer-songwriters. His songs have been
covered by a legion of folk artists, including Fairport Convention.

Sat Oct 6" Megson + support from Ranikhet'

Tickets £13.00 in advance £15.00 on the door Tiddy Hall
Three times nominated in the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards and double winners of the Spiral
Earth Awards.

Sat Oct 20" Stick in the Wheel + support from the 'Town Musicians of Bremen’
Tickets £10.00 in advance £12.00 on the door Tiddy Hall
Their debut From Here (2015) was fRoots magazine ‘Album of the Year’ and a MOJO
‘Folk Album of the Year’, with four BBC Folk Award nominations since their inception in
2013. “Britain’s most exciting new folk band.” UNCUT

Sat Nov 10*" Jody Kruskal + support from Anne-Marie Sanderson

Tickets £10.00 in advance £12.00 on the door The Swan Inn
Jody sings vintage American songs and plays tunes on the Anglo concertina. Hailing
from New York City, he loves to perform in the UK where folks really appreciate what
he's up to.

Sat Nov 17" Anthony John Clarke & Dave Pegg + support Paul McClure
Irish songwriter, raconteur and stand-up Anthony John Clarke + Dave Pegg, legendary
bass guitarist and musician in Fairport Convention and Jethro Tull

Tickets £10.00 in advance £12.00 on the door Tiddy Hall

SEE WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS - www.wychwoodfolkclub.com
Or call on 01993831427 [ 07870563299 - E-mail: wychwoodfolkclub@zoho.com
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Nature Notes

It’s difficult to write about the natural
world for this issue of the Grape Vine
without some reference to the exceptional
weather in June and July. Writing this
article towards the end of July we have
experienced nearly 60 days of high tem-
peratures and virtually no rainfall, with
similar conditions forecast during Au-
gust. This follows a particularly wet cold
winter. All of these effects are caused by
the position of the jet stream, a strong
wind blowing from west to east 5 to 7
miles above the Earth’s surface at speeds
of up to 200 mph. In the winter the jet
stream is at its strongest and usually is
situated over Great Britain bringing in
Atlantic storms, whereas in the summer
the jet stream weakens and is north of us
and this generally brings calmer, drier
weather.

First we experienced a wet cold winter
with snow in December, stormy weather
in January and cold frosty weather in
February and more snow during March.
April continued cool and damp until the
middle of the month when we experi-
enced a warm spell. Spring arrived in
May with average maximum daytime
temperatures of 20c only to be spoilt by

2.32 inches (60mm) of rain on the 30" &
31

June and July saw a complete change
with the arrival of high temperatures and
lack of rain. In the 57 days from 1 June
to 271 July the average maximum day-
time temperature was 22C in June and
27.5C in July. In the last 10 years the
averages were June 19C and July 21.5C.

In the 57 days only one third of an inch
of rain fell (9mm), whereas the 10 year
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average monthly rainfall for June was
1.54 inches (39mm) and July 2.54 inches
(65mm).

Given that this year’s weather has been
unusual, starting wetter and colder and
ending with a drought, how has the natu-
ral world fared? The answer is rather
well! The cold winter has certainly re-
duced the numbers of Aphids, despite the
lack of Ladybirds; the recent dry spell has
kept slugs and snails away from our
plants. Fruit trees, sloes and blackberries
are all laden with fruit. However It’s not
all good news, Swallows and Martins did
arrive, but in low numbers and given the
cold spring and lack of insects I’'m not
sure how successful our native song-bird
breeding season has been. Our local Barn
Owls were out hunting during the day-
light hours and this is a sure sign that
they were struggling to find enough prey
to feed their chicks.

One group of creatures that enjoyed our
recent hot, dry spell were some of our
common butterfly species that have ap-
peared in greater numbers than in past
years, although some favourites are very
scarce. The late spring saw a burst of ac-
tivity with Brimstones coming out of hi-
bernation and on the wing whenever
there was a
sunny day.
These bright
yellow butter-
flies feed on
Thistles,
Knapweed,
Scabious, Clo-
s ver and Blue-
bells laying their eggs in May & June on
Buckthorn. Also appearing early in the
year in quite large numbers was the Or-
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ange Tip. The male easily recognised by
the orange markings on the forewing, the
female without the orange tips is often
confused with a Small White. The Or-
ange Tip over-winters as a pupa emerg-
ing from April to June as soon as the
weather warms. It’s a butterfly of verges,
woodland edges and hedgerows. The
main food-plants of the caterpillar are
Lady’s Smock and Garlic Mustard (also
known as Jack-By-The Hedge). If several
eggs are laid on the same flower-head the
larvae can be carnivorous.

As the temperatures rose in June and July
the grassland butterflies flourished. These
butterflies are not showy, displaying vari-
ous shades of brown, but all share a simi-
lar life style with eggs being laid on
grasses and overwintering as young cat-
erpillars, emerging as adults in June and
July. The
Speckled Wood
favours open
woodland rides
and as its name
suggest is a but-
terfly that pre-
fers woodland
clearings and
has heavily spotted wings on a brown
background. This butterfly produces suc-
cessive broods throughout the summer, if
the weather is good, right through until
October. Broods from late in the year
overwinter as larvae whereas broods
from earlier may overwinter as pupae.

The Ringlet also favours woodland clear-
ings and open rides and is very dark
brown and shows no pattern on their
open wings. It is only when at rest and
the underside of the wing can be seen
that the pattern of ringlets, that give them
their name, can be observed. This butter-
fly doesn’t carefully lay its eggs on the
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chosen food plants but scatters them ran-
domly amongst the grasses.

The Meadow Brown is rather drab, its
appearance enhanced by pale orange
patches and a small ‘eye’ on each forew-
ing. Two broods are raised in a good sum-
mer and they overwinter as a larva. The
larva of this species does not fully hiber-
nate but continue feeding only resting in
the coldest months. There is a butterfly of
similar appearance, but with brighter and
larger orange markings, called the Gate
Keeper. In good years any sunny hedge-
row with brambles in flower would nor-
mally host large numbers of this butterfly,
but this year locally it hasn’t been abun-
dant. There is only one brood so there is
no opportunity for numbers to recover.

The Marbled
White, the showi-
est of the brown
family, has also
3 had a good year.
% Its ground colour
is white, with
dark brown patch-
es. In flight it
looks like a flying
chess board! It’s a butterfly of chalk and
limestone grassland forming small colo-
nies, often of a large number of individu-
als. Each colony may be some
considerable distance from the next. Only
one brood is produced each year and the
larvae go into hibernation without feeding
until the next spring. Like the Ringlet its
eggs are not carefully laid but scattered
whilst the female is in flight.

Another butterfly
that has done rather
well is the Large
Skipper. This is an-
. other grassland but-
terfly, but belonging
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to a different family to the browns. It’s a
small butterfly, orange brown in colour
and with its thick body, hooked antenna
and stubby wings has a ‘moth-like’ ap-
pearance. Indeed skippers are considered
to be primitive representing a cross-over
between moths and butterflies.

Also enjoying this summer are two mem-
bers of the white family, the Small White
and the Green-Veined White. The Small
White is a horti-
cultural pest as
its food plant is
any member of
the Cabbage
Family. Its
green caterpillar
hides under cab-
bage leaves qui-
etly feeding and leaving them full of
holes. This butterfly was accidentally in-
troduced into Australia in 1939 and has
now become a pest over much of the
country, the same thing happened in New
Zealand in 1930. This year the Small
White has been particularly numerous.

Its country cousin, the Green-Veined
White is unlikely to trouble gardeners
preferring woodland clearings, country
lanes and damp meadows. Its main food
plants are Lady’s Smock, Charlock and
Garlic Mustard. It’s the same size as the
Small White and in flight can be easily
confused, but when it settles the veins on
the underside of the wings are heavily
marked with dark green scales. One nota-
ble absentee is the Large White, I’ve seen
very few this year. This butterfly is the
major scourge of brassicas and an infes-
tation of their caterpillars will quickly
devastate a cabbage crop. One suggestion
why numbers of this butterfly have been
reduced is that the horticultural industry
has placed so much emphasis on the de-
struction of its caterpillars that it may be-
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come a rarity. There is some evidence that
the native population is enhanced by im-
migrants from Europe.

Have there been any exciting finds? Yes,
a thriving group of Silver Washed Fritil-
lary has been | :

observed.
This wood-  §
land butterfly
has never
been com-
mon in this
area so it has
been pleasing
to see them feeding on Bramble Flowers
and watching their powerful flight in a
woodland clearing. They are a large but-
terfly, rich golden brown with black
markings and very strong and active fly-
ers. There is one brood on the wing from
July to September their eggs are laid sin-
gly in crevices in bark, especially Oak.
The eggs hatch, but the larvae doesn’t
feed, entering into immediate hibernation
attached to the bark by a small pad of silk.
In spring the larvae leaves the tree and
has to search for its food plant, the Dog
Violet.

Any disappointments? Yes several. First
the almost complete absence of the Pea-
cock, one of our most attractive butter-
flies. In the past when the Buddleia was in
bloom it was always visited by large num-
bers of Peacocks, together with Red Ad-
mirals, Tortoiseshells and Commas.
These last few years’ numbers of most of
these butterflies have fallen and the only
regular visitors this year have been Small
Whites. I’ve only seen one Peacock.
There is a parasitic fly Sturmia Bella that
arrived in the UK in 1998 that attacks the
caterpillars of Peacocks and Small Tor-
toiseshells and this may have some re-
sponsibility for falling numbers. Also the
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cold, wet weather when Peacocks and by new arrivals from Europe. This year I
Tortoiseshells were coming out of hiber-  haven’t seen one and thinking back I’'m
nation this year may have had an impact.  not sure I saw any last year. These obser-
vations apply to the area around Ascott
and experience of butterfly numbers fur-
ther afield may be different.

Finally one other immigrant, the Painted
Lady, can in some years visit Britain in
large numbers. These visitors will then
breed here, but cannot survive our win- Stuart Fox
ters so have to be replenished each year

_o‘,—
Charity Auction

A charity auction of antique and modern furniture, ornaments and curios was held
at the Tiddy Hall on 26th May. The event was organised by Richard Haddon, for-
merly owner of the Swan Inn and now living in Spain, to raise funds for the Law-
rence House Nursing Team and Holy Trinity Church bell repair fund.

Richard had agreed to split the sales commission from the event between the two
good causes.

The auctioneer was Mark Stacey who is very well known from his many appear-
ances on various TV antiques programmes. Mark kept up a lively banter through-
out the afternoon, encouraging the bet bids as each object came up for sale.

Following a successful afternoon that was well attended each of the charities re-
ceived £128.92.
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The Ascott Village Charity
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SUFPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

Your Village Charity- What does it do, and who
does it help?

The village charity is still in the position If any villager feels that the Charity
to offer help to any person in the village could help anyone in the village with
who is embarking on further education  financial aid then please contact one of
and is in need of books or equipment for the trustees to discuss the application
the course. They can apply to the charity procedure. The trustees will review all
to assist with the cost. All applications  applications in full confidence to deter-
are dealt with in strict confidence. mine if they are within the Charity’s
power to assist.

There will be a Charity run this year on October 28™ see pages 18 and 19.

Chairman

John Cull johncull@wowmatters.com

Trustees

Elaine Byles elaine.byles@bioch.ox.ac.uk Keith Ravenhill keith.ravenhill@talktalk.net
Stuart Fox stuart.john.fox@gmail.com Mark Dawbarn mark@dawbarn.co.uk
Sandy Timms se.timms(@btinternet.com Pauline Marshall pollymarshall@gmail.com

Mark Abrey rector@thechasebenefice.org.uk
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The Wychwood Project

The churchyard wall, where it overlooks the village pound, being repaired by vol-
unteers from the Wychwood Project.

The Wychwood Project is our local conservation and wildlife charity working
within the area of the ancient Royal Hunting Forest of Wychwood. Stone walling
and hedge laying are ancient skills being taught and encouraged by the Project.

R

PRI AN
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..Lighting Showroom

www.LEDOxford.co.uk

Come and see our fabulous range of traditional and modern lighting.

For every room and space in the home

For gardens, driveways and every space outside

Fhk

Newly opened

Our brand new and massive showroom is just off the A40 in Wit-
ney

(opposite Topps Tiles and Screwfix)

Fkk

Perfect presents

Our gorgeous lamps make ideal Wedding, Birthday, Christmas or
Anniversary gifts

we’ll help...

Bring in your old light bulbs and we’ll find the right LED match and you can
immediately start

saving 90% off your lighting electricity bill
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A land fit for heroes. Did we
achieve it?

On 11 November this year, we will celebrate the centenary of the ending of
World War 1, a war which changed everything. HG Wells called it “the war to end
war”, although later on there were a few cynical people who suggested that the war
was not ended in 1918 but when the politicians got together at the Versailles
Conference and made a “Peace to end Peace”. Lloyd George the British war-time
prime minister, thinking no doubt of the welfare provisions that he wanted to
introduce, made a promise to the British people that they would live in “a land fit
for heroes.”

“Heroes” is still the term we use, quite rightly, to describe the women and men
who go to war on our behalf. In the United Kingdom we have the British Legion,
which serves and represents our former soldiers, sailors and airmen and women,
and brings us our annual Poppy Day, as a vivid symbol of remembrance of all they
have done for us. In the period leading up to Remembrance Day (which is always
the second Sunday in November) poppies are sold throughout the country to
enable the British Legion to continue its work. Here in Ascott we play our part in
this and the people of our village are always generous donors.

In this centenary year we would like to renew our efforts on behalf of the British

Legion, especially in the period leading up to 11% November. Our hope is that
more of our residents will join in the sale of poppies. Our Poppy Day collectors
always get a friendly sometimes even a grateful welcome at the houses where they
call, and all that is required is two to four hours of their time over a fairly short
period. If you think you would like to help, or if you need any further information,
perhaps you would contact our local British Legion organiser Mark Dawbarn
whose contact details are below.

By the way, the answer to the question in the title is probably “Not just yet but
we’re still working on it”.

Mark Dawbarn’s contact details are as follows: Address: Brambletye High Street
OX7 6AW: Phone 01993 831632 or 07814126109. Email:
mark@dawbarn.co.uk.
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ALFRED GROVES
AND SONS LTD

DIY SHOP

Please pop in and take a look at all the new stock lines. With a widened range of home-
ware, gardening, ironmongery and much more.

All the usual electrical, plumbing, tools, decorating and heavy building materials.

Delivery available on larger items please enquire.

Try us first we will try and oblige if possible.

Shop Hours
Monday — Friday 7.30am — 5.00pm
Saturday 8.00am — 12.00pm

SHIPTON ROAD, MILTON-U-WYCHWOOD, CHIPPING NORTON,
OXON OX7 6JP

TEL: 01993 830302 FAX: 01993 831752
www.grovesdiyshop.co.uk email: info@alfredgroves.co.uk
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TIDDY HALL

Well, what a summer it was! Long hazy days with no rain for the longest time I can
remember since living in the UK! The excessive heat put a stop to our regular circuit
sessions, but Pilates and Qigong sessions continued and Summer Yoga was very
well attended. The Wychwood Folk Club held its Summer Showcase back in July
on a warm and balmy evening, while in August, The Sheila Price Dance School
held a summer workshop, introducing young folk to musical theatre. Great to see
the hall being used during the months that could be a very quiet time of year!

The Tiddy Hall Trustees held their AGM on Wednesday July 4" and Chairman
Simon Gidman thanked all the regular users for their continued support. It’s been a
good year with increased bookings and the regular activities are continuing to be
popular. The Committee has remained the same, with the exception of Rowena
Haig, who we welcome as Secretary, replacing Jane Young. Your Tiddy Hall
Trustees are:

Honourable President Roger Shepherd
Chairman Simon Gidman
Treasurer Nick Carter
Secretary Rowena Haig
Booking Clerk Ingrid Ridley
Health & Safety Graham Bell
Pre School Representative Pauline Plant

There are still plenty of gigs coming up at The Wychwood Folk Club during the
second half of this year:

September 15t — Steve Ashley

October 6" — Megson

October 20™ — Stick in the Wheel

November 17" — AJ Clark & Dave Pegg

December 8t — Johnny Coppin’s All on a Winter’s Night
December 22" — The Songs of Sandy Denny featuring Sally Barker

Please see the website www.wychwoodfolkclub.com for further information.

The Sunday Tea Dances will continue at Tiddy Hall during the autumn & winter
months. Dates are: September 2" & 30", November 4™ & December 2",
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The next session of Qigong will start on Thursday October 18, If you’d like to
attend, please contact Pam Quirke on 07780 572283

The Fishing Club will be holding their annual Race Night on Saturday 24%
November. Please contact Pete Moss for further details — 01993 830758

And finally...... we will be holding another New Year’s Eve Party at Tiddy Hall
— more info nearer the time but please ring /email Ingrid or Simon if you know you
want tickets — we’ve already sold 20 !!!

And finally finally......we shall be doing another Flix ,sometime in October,early
November; date and film yet to be decided .

Ingrid Ridley

Regular Activities:

Monday — Friday Mornings
Pre-school

Contact: Mrs Pauline Plant
07968006451

Monday Afternoons

3.30pm — 6pm Piano Lessons

Contact: Pauline Carter 01993 774568
Monday Night

7pm - 9pm Dancing

Contact: May & Terry Cox 01608
810721

Tuesday Night

6.30pm-7.30pm Pilates

Contact: Ursula Beale 07917 090346
Wednesday Night

6pm — 6.45pm Circuits

Contact: Simon Gidman 01993 831479

7.30pm — 8.30pm Happy Fitness

Contact: Andrea Forrester 07747 853989
Thursday Night

7.30pm — 8.30pm Qigong

Contact: Pam Quirke 07780 572283
Friday Afternoons

3.30pm — 6pm Piano Lessons

Contact: Pauline Carter 01993 774568

15t Sunday of each Month
2.30pm — 5pm Sunday Tea Dance
Contact: Jess 07827 235457

Post Office runs every Friday after-
noon 2pm — 4pm

Special Events:

Sat 2n Sept  Afternoon Tea Dance

Sat 15" Sept
Ashley

Folk Night — Steve

_o‘,—
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Do you want to get involved in the community? Meet new
people, make friends, and help us provide an essential facility.

The Ascott Village Shop has been serving the whole village since
2003. We are always looking for new volunteers of all ages over
16 to help us keep the shop open 7 days each week.

Run by the village, for the village.

It you think you can spare a little of your time, please contact
Bridgette in the shop or by telephone. She will be pleased to tell
you what is involved.

The shop relies on volunteers to undertake one (or more if you
are inclined) of the following tasks:

Serve our customers
Stock the shop
Promote and market our produce
Organising and carrying out maintenance

Administration
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The Village Shop Autumn 2018

Owned by the village, run by the village and there for the village.

The following newsletter to our volunteers, embraces the essence of the shop, the part it plays in our com-
munity and reflects the dedication of those who give some of their time to making it work for us all; without
whom, the shop would cease to function.

Ascott Village Shop, Cooks Row, High Street, Ascott-under-Wychwood, OX7 6FY
Tel: 01993 831240: shop@ascottvillageshop.co.uk

Ascott Village Shop

Volunteers Newsletter - Summer 2018

Following the recent Shop AGM, the suggestion was made that some form of informal communication
should take place between volunteers. This was further supported at the Volunteers Summer BBQ, when
our Chairman, Nick called for a show of hands to approve the appointment of a “Voice for Volunteers'.

So, here goes ...

Did you know being a shop volunteer ...

-Keeps you informed
-Keeps you active
-Keeps you involved

And, it lowers the running costs of the shop which means we can be viable & sustainable for years to come.
If you know someone who might like to join the team, please let Bridgette know at the shop.

News & Views

We say a ‘hearty’ hello to a new crop of volunteers. They are; Eleanor, Harriet, Loren & Lianna who are
each proving to be a huge asset to the shop. In addition, familiar faces will be appearing on the Sunday shift
in August namely; Sally & Tony and Bridgette & John who will be joining Carolyn and Ros.

The Sunday Rota is now being organised by Tamsyn (Mark takes care of Saturdays and the weekly rota is
looked after by Gaynor). These are vital roles, ensuring the smooth running of the shop.

Sally, who has been a tireless Honorary Secretary to the Committee has now stood down from this role but
as mentioned, will be helping out in the shop with husband Tony (golf, child-minding & Spain permitting!).

Bridgette is keeping an ‘eye’ on the till situation. Don't forget to log down any malfunction so we can get a
conclusion to this long-running saga.

PS. Don't forget, if you have a problem or an idea for improvement; do contact Bridgette as your first port of
call. Communication always works best when its 2-way!

Spotlight on a volunteer

Here we say (a temporary) farewell to
Debra after 15 years of volunteering for the
shop and a very happy Bithday to Ros
(she said, PLEASE do not post my age!).
Ros is a member of the Sunday team and
as well as running the beautiful Ascott Hill
farm with hubby Roger, is a keen rider,
golfer and attends the Edinburgh Festival
every August for a blast of culture. Having
lived in the village for over 30 years, she
says working in the shop gives her a break
from day to day routine when she can
switch into something entirely different!

Shop quote for the Summer: “If you can't do great things, Mother Teresa used to say, do little things ...”
Happy volunteering! John Cull
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Wychwood lerary

I have thoroughly enjoyed my first month as Manager at
Wychwood Library. Although I relished the prospect of
returning to work after five years of full-time mother-
hood, I knew I had a very hard act to follow. I worked in
Bolton Libraries between the ages of sixteen and twenty
one, but many years have passed since then, including
teaching for eight years as a primary teacher and acquir-
ing an MA in art education.

While it has been a steep learning curve, I needn’t have worried about the recep-
tion I would receive. From my first day, I have felt welcome and fully supported
by the Friends, volunteers and users of Wychwood Library and count myself very
fortunate to have joined such a strong and lively community. I quickly learnt that
Wychwood Library is not only a library but a community centre, hosting Tai Chi,
the Wychwood Circle and Coffee Mornings as well as Reading and Poetry
groups.

As the daughter of a Librarian and an English Teacher, reading has always been a
top priority, although, with three young children I more often pick up a picture
book than a novel. I have very fond memories of reading The Hobbit with my fa-
ther at bedtime; his Gollum was unforgettable, and unsurpassed by Andy Serkis in
the recent film. My brother, a great fan of Conan Doyle, took great delight in shar-
ing Sherlock Holmes’ adventures with his young and impressionable sister, result-
ing in spending nights, wide-eyed and alert for any signs of Creeping Men or
Speckled bands.

In my teens, I devoured a wide range of literature but had a preference for female
writers and anything romantic and mysterious. Particular favourites included the
Brontes, Daphne Du Maurier, Wilkie Collins and Margaret Atwood. I was partic-
ularly infatuated by John Keats, whose likeness I would rather have had on my
wall than anyone from Take That or Boyzone.

More recently, between changing nappies and picking up discarded food, I have
been drawn to historical fiction, especially Rose Tremain, Sarah Dunant and Sarah
Waters. Historical thrillers are also a favourite of mine; initially Ellis Peters and
Susanna Gregory, but more recently the page turners of C. J. Sansom. Like many,
I have been captivated by Stieg Larsson’s Millenium Trillogy and am currently
reading David Lagercrantz's ‘The Girl in the Spider’s Web’.

I look forward to building on the excellent work that has been done to make the
library an essential part of the local community. Look out for our regular contribu-
tions to the Wychwood News and please do come and visit the library to see for
yourselves what we have to offer.

Marianne Ferrero
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Crossword Puzzle
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1.
5.

10.
11.
12.

13.

14.
16.
19.
21.

23.
24.

Across

Set about upstart to get promotion (4,2)

Woetul expression over financial centre’s
indecent behaviour (8)

One line in Arabic translated as “somewhere
in Italy” (8)

Miles enters sporting heat for the community (6)
Pest controller uses arsenic with a scary cry (4)

Spacecraft with new inside (ultimately inferior,
granted) is not overlooked (10)

Diminutive cover for cook’s dish cracked by pub
6

Etruscan cast out as dissenter (8)

Horny tip from second city of old queen? (8)
Quit when Hoover put away (6)

As a selective killer, Charlie bid for a change
(10)
Man’s one non-Latin thread (4)

One-time domain of French drink agents (6)

Down

2. Eastern males in madly frustrating process of
becoming exalted (15)

3. Philosopher working for a group with a com-
mon purpose (7)

4.  Odour production from vapour-filled alcohol-
ic  drink (9)

5.  Scottish island’s casually spoken permanent
employee (7)

6. Note ariver’s mud flow (5)

7. Force to appear in pathetic sitcom - sugar
coated fare (7)

8. Narrator unavailable? Your guess is as good
as mine (62,7)

15. White wine, laced, spoilt procession (9)

17. Old instrument: state feminine name (7)
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Solutions to
Crossword in
Edition 98

Across Down

1. Caterpillar 1. Carriage And Pair
9. Erratum 2. TotUp

10. Devolve 3. Ramadan

11. Tripped Up 4. In Depth

12. Antre 5. Loveable

13. High 6. Relative Density
14. On The Level 7. Beat The Bounds
16. Brainwaves 8. Redeployments
19. Edgy 15. Snorting

20. Under
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Local Business Directory

ACADEMY/GB DOORS 01993 778836/01865 246444
www.garagedoors.org Page 23

ALAN GORDON HEALTH 07833 110364 www.alangordon-health.co.uk
alangordonhealth@aol.com Page 5

ANNIE’S CURTAINS AND BLINDS 01993830687 07989497253
www.anniescurtainsandblinds.co.uk Page 12

ASCOTT VILLAGE SHOP 01993831240 shop@ascottvillageshop.co.uk
www.ascottvillageshop.co.uk Page 7

BESPOKE VINTAGE TEA PARTIES 01608 642233
www.chippingnortonteaset.co.uk, tweet@chipnorteas Page 45

COTSWOLD WILDLIFE PARK 01993823006

www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk Page 20

DRY STONE WALLING 01242263428/07980564508

drystonewalling@tomhazzledine.co.uk www.tomhazzledine.co.uk Page 12
FARMHOUSE B&B 01993831900 sally@college-farm.com Page 7

FOLK CLUB 01993831427 07870563299

wychwoodfolkclub@zoho.com www.wychwoodfolkclub.com Page 51

GROVES SHOP 01993830302 Shop mobile 07970262425
info@alfredgroves.co.uk www.grovesdiyshop.co.uk Page 60

INGRID RIDLEY B&B 01993830612/07952657906

ingrid@meadowbank--ascott.co.uk www.meadowbank—ascott.co.uk Page 34
IVY’S FLORIST 01993830268 Page 33
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LEAFIELD PICTURE FRAMING 01993878357

LED Lighting Showroom 01993 704 105

MARK DAVID ESTATE AGENTS 01993824800
www.mark-david.co.uk

MPN Plumbing & Heating Services Ltd 07787434865

mike@mpn-plumbingandheating.c0.uk

PILATES WITH URSULA 01993 830267 07917 090396

info@pilateswithursula.co.uk www.pilateswithursula

ROBERT GRIPPER 01993831960 robgripper@btinternet.com

ROSENEATH 01993774568 www.roseneathmusicschool.com

TV AERIAL SERVICES 01993 608118

WITNEY SHUTTLE 08000434633 www.witneyshuttle.com

'WYCHWOOD HEALING 07780572283
pam@wychwoodhealing.co.uk

'WYCHWOOD WROUGHT IRON 01993832850
www.wychwoodwroughtiron.com

JENNA SAUNDERS 01993831338 saundersjenna@hotmail.com
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Events Calendar - 2018

Date

September 15
September 274
September 8
September 15t
September 25
September 30t
October 6™
October 13%
October 18"
October 19
October 20"
October 25"
October 28"
October 30™
November 1%
November 4%
November 8
November 10%
November 10%
November 15t
November 17t
November 221
November 24t
November 27t
December 1%
December 2"
December 8"

December 2214

Time
7.30pm

2.30 - Spm
10.00am
7.30pm

10.30 -11.30am
2.30 - 5pm
7.30pm
10.00am

730 - 8.30pm

7.30pm

7.30 - 8.30pm
10.30am
10.30 -11.30am
7.30 - 8.30pm
2.30 - 5pm
7.30 - 8.30pm
10.00am
7.30pm

7.30 - 8.30pm
7.30pm

7.30 - 8.30pm
10.30 -11.30am
2.30 - Spm

7.30pm

7.30pm

Event

Tom McConville
Tea Dance

Coffee Morning
Steve Ashley
Coffee Morning
Tea Dance
Megson

Coffee Morning
Qigong

Heritage Presentation
Stick in the Wheel
Qigong

Charity Run
Coffee Morning
Qigong

Tea Dance
Qigong

Coffee Morning
Jody Kruskal
Qigong

Anthony John Clarke & Dave Pegg
Qigong

Race Night
Coffee Morning
Safari Supper

Tea Dance

Johnny Coppin’s - All on a Winter’s Night

Iota, 15 String Trio & Songs of Sandy Denny

Venue

The Swan Inn
Tiddy Hall
The Mill
Tiddy Hall
Ascott Church
Tiddy Hall
Tiddy Hall
The Mill
Tiddy Hall
Tiddy Hall
Tiddy Hall
Tiddy Hall
Recreation ground

Ascott Church
Tiddy Hall
Tiddy Hall
Tiddy Hall
The Mill

The Swan Inn
Tiddy Hall
Tiddy Hall
Tiddy Hall
Tiddy Hall

Ascott Church

Tiddy Hall
Tiddy Hall

Tiddy Hall
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