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Grapevine Appeal
The Ascott Grapevine is provided
FREE to every household in Ascott
and we wish this to continue for a
long time to come.

Although ‘The Grapevine’ does re-
ceive support from the Parish
Council, it only raises a limited
amount of revenue from advertis-
ing. The Ascott Grapevine survives
mainly on donations.  If you would
like to help The Ascott Grapevine
continue, any donation large or
small would be appreciated. You
can give a donation to any member
of the editorial team.

If there is an aspect of village life not
already covered in The Ascott
Grapevine please contact a member
of the team to discuss your ideas.

Articles for the next issue of The As-
cott Grapevine should be submitted
by 1st February 2026.

Articles submitted after this date may
not be included.

Call 01993 832004 or email:
stuart.john.fox@gmail.com

The Editorial Team:

Stuart Fox, Elaine Byles,
Wendy Pearse, Keith Ravenhill

Content & Editorial Policy
If you have an article, story or poem
you would like to submit for publication
The Ascott Grapevine editorial team
would love to hear from you. Material
for publication is gratefully accepted.
Due to space considerations material
may not be used immediately but may
be held over to be included in a later
issue.

The Grapevine editorial team reserve
the right to shorten, amend or reject
any material submitted for publication.

Opinions expressed in contributions
are not necessarily those of the edi-
torial team.

****************
Advertising Rates

 £17.50 full page

 £12.50 half page

 £7.50 quarter page

Advertising Discount:

Book and pay in advance for four is-
sues and receive one advert FREE.

Only if possible, any adverts submit-
ted for publication should be in any
of the following formats: .jpg .tif .png
.bmp .emf .gif .svg .wmf but other
formats can be used.

To advertise in our Local Business Directory (see Page 52), please contact Wendy
Pearse 01993 831023 or wendypearse@btinternet.com.  The cost is  £5 per year but
inclusion is free for our existing advertisers.

Front Cover by Wendy Pearse
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Services at the  Chase Benefice 2025/26

Local Churches

All the Church buildings of the Benefice are open for personal prayer and reflec-
tion everyday between 10 am - 4 pm. Public worship as follows:

1st Sunday of the month 10 am BCP Communion Service at Spelsbury
2nd Sunday of the month 10 am CW Communion Service at Ascott
3rd Sunday of the month 10 am CW Communion Service at Enstone
4th Sunday of the month   8 am BCP Communion Service at Ascott
4th Sunday of the month 10 am BCP Communion Service at Chadlington
Ascott Carol Service Sunday 14th December 2025 at 4.00 pm

Ascott residents are welcome at any of these services. Details will be posted on
our website and notice-boards around the village.
For those unable to come to services, there will be a recorded weekly service of
reflection and prayer on our website: www.thechasebenefice.org.uk or you can
listen by phone on 01608 998955.

Holy Trinity, Ascott-u-Wychwood
Rev’d Mark Abrey Tel: 01608 676572

St Mary’s Shipton
Churchwarden James Walmsley
01993 830842

SS Simon & Jude, Milton
Churchwarden Mike Hartley 01993 830160

St John the Baptist Fifield, St Nicholas, Id-
bury
Churchwarden Pat Yaxley 01993 831385

Society of Friends (Quakers), Burford
Nigel Braithwaite 01993 831282

Wychwood Baptist, Milton
Pastor John Witts 01993 832865

Westcote Methodist
Tony Gibson 01993 830699

Roman Catholic
SS John Fisher & Thomas More, Burford
Priest: Fr Paul Whieldon
Our Lady and St Kenelm, Stow-in-the-Wold
Priest: Father Stephen Lambert
Holy Trinity, Chipping Norton and
St Teresa, Charlbury
Priest: Fr Clive Dytor 07484158642
Sunday Mass at Charlbury 09:15
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LEST WE FORGET
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Merry Christmas

And a Happy New
Year

 to all our readers and
advertisers
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Farewell
It’s a sunny Saturday morning 23 August 2025 and as I sit in our cottage having
breakfast I can see a familiar sight of today’s volunteer on the motor mower cut-
ting the church grass. This always makes me feel that AUW is a village which is
proud and looks after its lovely church dating from the 12th century.
This special view which changes through the seasons made us both think it’s
time to reflect a bit. We have had 27 memorable years enjoying life in our cot-
tage in AUW.
We bought No 11 Church View from friends (Yes, they are still friends even af-
ter buying a house from them!) The Rosens moved only a few doors away to
No1. We spent numerous happy times with them for some 20 + years
First it was our children who visited and then our grandchildren arrived and we
have seen them grow from babyhood, always excited to sleep as a family in the
‘attic room.’
We have shared scores of visits to the playground and the Wild Garden, Cots-
wold Wildlife Park, Compton Verney, Bourton on the Water, Blenheim and eve-
rywhere in between.
We sometimes meet our two families halfway between their homes in Bristol
and here, for birthdays, walks and lunches. We have shared this special place
with family and friends, old and new, since the day we arrived.
David and I have always been made to feel part of the village even though we
have not been living here full time.
Just before one Ascott Open Gardens Day I was chatting to one of the many
friendly villagers who asked if we were going. I replied ‘Of course, I just need to
check if we will be here’ I have never forgotten her reply. ‘Oh she said we don’t
think of you as weekenders’  I took it as a real compliment.
So what has been special over 27 years?  We have been coming for a few days
or a week or more every 3 weeks for those 27 years so we do know why this
charming, historical, calm, village is special to us.
The people are special. We have been stuck in the snow and unable to get out of
the village until a friendly neighbour offered to lead us up the hill in case we got
stuck. We were unable to enter the village during the floods of 2008 but were
reassured by John Smith who told us he had put sandbags on the front doorsteps
‘just in case’ and he added there was a rowing boat going up and down Church
View to help people get about. (I am not sure that was reassuring!!)  Fortunately
the sandbags were not needed for us but you will remember they were for others.
But such kindness.
We were called by a neighbour on a Monday morning after we had just returned
to London having had the family stay at the weekend - to tell us we had had a
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break in.  Pretty random in AUW. Were the robbers looking for a 25 year old hi fi
system or a small TV?  No only a tool box given to my husband by his father 50
years ago!  Before we knew it someone called and said they had contacted the po-
lice, someone else had swept up the glass -another neighbour (John Smith again!!)
had organised for the back door to be boarded up - special? Of course, the people
are special.  Whether painting the archway with neighbours or sharing the lawn
mowing of the grass in front of the cottages, watching a cricket match or going to
a village fair, setting up a stall of bric a brac, having a cuppa with a neighbour in
our little cottage garden or an evening  drink, chatting with a passerby about the
local news, their families or their medical problems - We’ll miss it all.
We were here when the debate about the village shop was current and attended the
public meeting. We’re so glad the doubters have been proved wrong. I remember
doing a little early volunteering too when the new shop first opened. We attended
David Cameron’s meeting about flood defences. We have been to auctions and
performances at Tiddy Hall.  We have loved the Green at Christmas time, the His-
torical Society and Wendy Pearse’s articles (and a water colour of No 11 that she
painted for us years ago.)
Then there’s the Swan for treating the family and staying there when our cottage
was full with family!! There have been BBQs, board games round the fire, the
church bells ringing, family get togethers, a swarm of wasps, many, many hikes
and visits to Chippy. Of course there has been the annual panto, more recently also
the Living Room.  We always enjoy Stow, walks on the Oxfordshire Way, Blen-
heim, Compton Verney, Burford and dozens of other places .
We love every nook and cranny so why move out?
After much family discussion we feel the time has come. No longer in the flush of
youth, driving from London and back so regularly has become a real chore. It’s
not an option for us just to come much less often - living here every two to three
weeks from the time we were both working full time has been a wonderful privi-
lege for us and our family -an absolute part of our lives-not just somewhere to hol-
iday now and again. The exception was during Covid when we didn’t come for 18
weeks - tempting though it was we were not going to put the villagers at risk. The
warm reception we had when we went into the village shop after those 18 weeks
was so much appreciated.
Unless we can do those visits with joy and energy it’s time to let go while we can
still come and visit.
We’ll miss it all including the sun shining through our bedroom window, the clear,
starry skies at night, the leaves burgeoning on the trees opposite alongside the
church, and the birds nesting in our weeping pear tree in the cottage garden.
So thank you all, particularly our Church View neighbours and especially John
Smith and Anne Askwith.
We have absolutely loved our time here and so have our family.
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 We’ll be back but it won’t be like home from home.  We’ll always be pleased to
hear from you.

Shirley and David Lee
slee@leeclaygate.co.uk
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TRACTORS I HAVE
KNOWN.

Jim on the green Fordson tractor pulling the plough.
I don’t know which of us got to Coldstone Farm first, the 1930’s Fordson
Standard Tractor or me. It is there in my earliest memories. It had iron wheels
on the back fitted with spade lugs for grip. This made a bumpy ride over hard
ground. The front wheels also iron had a narrow ridge around the centre to grip
for steering. There was no battery or self-starter, the ignition spark was pro-
duced by a magneto. The starting handle had to be engaged into the front end
of the crankshaft and turned by hand. The fuel was a vaporising oil known as
T.V.O. but you had to use petrol at first when the engine was cold. On the side
of the exhaust manifold was a vaporising plate where a small amount of air and
fuel passed through before entering the engine and the engine needed to run on
petrol for about five minutes before the fuel tap was switched to T.V.O. and
the engine then ran on satisfactorily. The only brake was a single pedal which
also simultaneously operated the transmission clutch.
I was not heavy enough to press this pedal down until I was seven but from
then on I could drive the tractor to help when dad was loading loose hay or
sheaves of corn.
In 1949 my grandfather bought the second Fordson Tractor LBW 446 from
A.V. Fitt at Little Tew. This had been reconditioned as new, ran on rubber
tyres and was green in colour. The engine and gear system were exactly the
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same as the first one but it was a smoother ride. I drove it for some jobs such
as cultivating and harvest work.
Grandfather died in 1951 and we moved up to Honeydale Farm (now Farm
Ed) in 1952 and I did some ploughing.  A big bonus was the view all around
where other farmers were working in their fields.
I left school on 1954 and took on a larger share of the driving. A Young Farm-
ers’ Club was set up in Shipton in 1957 and a tractor maintenance class was
held at Mr Bob Griffin’s farm workshop at Fifield. We disassembled a Ford-
son tractor and cleaned all the bits in a tray of paraffin. It did run again after-
wards but sounded a bit rough! I learned the principles of a four stroke engine
- Induction, Compression, Ignition, Exhaust. When I was ploughing one day
the running note suddenly became less smooth. Mr R.J.Bradley’s Garage at
Shipton’s workmen found that the end of one valve stem was broken off. They
replaced the valve in our barn. On another occasion the engine suddenly start-
ed racing at top speed. I put the brake on, leapt off and ran for safety before
bits began to fly off. Nothing dangerous happened!  I turned the choke switch
to fully shut and the engine just slowed down and stopped. Reg Bradley dis-
sembled the speed governor assembly and found the two governor weights
which had separated from the shaft which spun them round and controlled
them. If a similar thing happened on a diesel engine it would immediately race
past pre- busting points and noisily wreck itself.
In those days ploughs ran on three wheels and trailed behind a tractor.  The
hitch on system included a safety device where a wooden peg joined the end
of the hitch assembly to the main part of the plough. It was a fiddley job lining
up the tractor with the plough but I had an idea. I could put the tractor into re-
verse gear then hold down the pedal with my right foot while standing on the
ground with my left foot and pick up the drawbar with my left hand. Conse-
quences! The wet sole of my wellington slipped off the pedal, the tractor re-
versed and I leapt up and stamped on the pedal before I became meat in a
sandwich. Phew! Decision. I shall never try that again!
Time flew by and the old green Fordson became worn and weary. In 1961 dad
bought a new style Fordson Major. This ran on diesel fuel only and had a pow-
er take off shaft which would drive a pickup baler. The old Fordson retired to
a peaceful spot under the hedge. After a year or two the peace of the tractor
was disturbed when Harry Cook came and offered me £10 to buy it for his son
David to drive. We settled on £15 and he prepared to drive it home but the old
tractor would not start. It did not want to leave Honeydale.  Well who would?
He settled on towing it and off they went so that was that. Or was it?
Some months later I was driving to a Young Farmers Committee Meeting in
Oxford when surprise, surprise, as I drove through Witney there was my old
tractor as large as life, pride of place, on Wharton’s Garage forecourt. But
pride comes before a fall and what a fall! Much later in the children’s play ar-
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ea at Burford Garden Centre what a shock! My old tractor in distress, all four
wheels flat and being generally downgraded by children climbing all over it.
A few months later I was relieved to see that it was no longer there. I’m sure that
it would have gone for scrap iron,  melted down and cast into something new.
Perhaps a vital part of a supersonic jet engine or part of a Formula One racing car.
Who knows? The memory lives on.

Jim Pearse

From the Rector
Dear Friends,

“What on earth can I get for…..?” – this question is no doubt lurking in the minds
of some of us as we prepare to celebrate Christmas. The giving and receiving of
gifts is a central ingredient of how we celebrate. It is also a source of some consid-
erable stress. Will the recipient appreciate the gift? What do you give to the person
who has everything — apart from a burglar alarm?!
It is not only the sourcing and giving of gifts that is important, there is an art and a
grace in receiving them as well. Parents and Grandparents will know well that
when children are young, it doesn’t really matter what is in the box! They will get
as much pleasure from tearing off the paper, jumping on the bubble wrap and mak-
ing a den with the box as they will from its contents.
By contrast one of my saddest experiences in ministry was helping the family of a
lady in a former parish clear out her flat. In one cupboard we found gifts which
they had given her still wrapped – unopened, unwanted, unused.
God went to some extreme lengths to give to us the greatest gift of all at Christ-
mas, the gift of His Son Jesus Christ. There is no greater gift. How are we receiv-
ing this gift – with child-like enthusiasm or grumpy reluctance?  Are we in danger
of being like the lady who ignored the gifts we had given her? Do we leave Jesus
as a baby in the manger and fail to engage with the liberating truth of the Saviour
revealed in the Gospels?

This Christmas, I pray that we will all receive God’s gift of eternal life in Jesus
with arms opened wide and hearts full of gratitude.
May you have a joyful Christmas and be blessed in the new year.

Mark Abrey
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Now includes:
Faith in Nature Shampoo, Conditioner & Body
Wash, Ecoleaf Hand Soap & Surface Cleaner

Bring your own containers and buy just what you need.
(It’s cheaper than the packaged equivalent)

Help reduce plastic waste, save pre-
cious finite resources and take a small
step towards reducing climate change.

Reduce, Reuse, Refill, Repeat

     Ascott Village Shop has EXTENDED
its range of refillables
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The Wychwoods Local
History Society

Founded more than 40 years ago the Society has a thriving membership, but we
would like to welcome more people from Ascott to join us.
The Society organises a varied programme of lectures which take place on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month from September to May in Miltonunder-Wychw-
ood Village Hall, Shipton Road, from 7.30 - 9pm. Refreshments are available from
7.15pm. Lectures are free to members. Non-members are always welcome, admis-
sion £5.
2025 – 2026 Programme

10th  Dec Christmas in the Cotswolds: Sean Callery
14th  January The Mitford Sisters: Gillian Cane
11th  FebruaryWitney Blankets
11th  March  Joint Casualty & Compassionate Centre*
*Armed Forces & Veterans Services. Army Operations Room Tracey Bowers
08th  April  Family Genealogy Evening
13th  May  AGM and ‘From the Archive’
In addition to a programme of monthly lectures the Society also maintains an ar-
chive of material about various aspects of the history of the Wychwoods. This is
housed in an office above Groves DIY Shop in Milton and visitors, by appointment,
are always very welcome. A major part of the archive is a large and growing col-
lection of photographs of people, places and events that have taken place in the
Wychwoods over the past century and a half. Some of these can be seen on the So-
ciety’s website, but there are still many more for our volunteers to digitise. Mem-
bers of the Society also research and publish articles on our website, and
occasionally in print, on various aspects of local and family history.
To discover more about the history of the Wychwoods or membership of the Society
visit www.wychwoodshistory.uk
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October News - Trees
Seasonal Spotlight – Autumn
It’s that time of year when the trees will be changing colour, the air is getting
colder and fresher, and we can’t help thinking of warm drinks, cosy clothes and
playing in the crunchy leaves.
As we enter Autumn, it can be tempting to cut back all the dead and dying vegeta-
tion in our gardens and green spaces. It's worth considering that many of these
woody stems will become perfect winter homes for insects as they enter hiberna-
tion and can create areas of architectural beauty in our homes and communities.
In Oxfordshire, the hedgerow species we generally recommend planting (for their
capacity to provide for both people and wildlife year-round) and you’re most like-
ly to see in your local area include Blackthorn, Spindle, Common Buckthorn,
Guelder Rose, Wild Privet, Cherry Plum, Dog Rose and Hazel. Fruiting season for
many of these species starts from late summer to early autumn. As such, by this
time of year, most of the species listed above will be fruiting. Hawthorn berries
have traditional use in heart-strengthening natural medicines but also act as a vital
source of food for caterpillars, moths, and migratory birds. Keep your eyes peeled
for spindle, which has vibrant autumnal colours with vibrant pinks, and the leaves
turning from a deep green to a beautiful red.

Spindle fruits

Riverside trees
The native white, crack, pussy, osier and goat willows are a familiar sight along
the Thames and its tributaries. Willows provide shelter for birds, mammals, in-
cluding bats, otters and water voles. Their leaves are the larval foodplant of the
Purple Emperor, Large Tortoiseshell and Comma butterflies and their catkins the
earliest sources of food for bees. Both the male and female flowers (catkins) carry
sugary nectar, and the male flowers also carry protein rich pollen, which is so im-
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portant for developing bee larvae. Willow nectar is also a major energy source for
Blue Tits during early spring.
Traditionally managed by ‘coppicing and ‘pollarding’, mature trees can be cut to
form a thick stump or ‘coppice stool’ that considerably extends the life of the tree
and lets in light to the shrub layer. Some Crack Willow pollards are known to have
lived for 1000 years. Willow is also a useful hedge plant in damp conditions.

Trees for Bees
Trees are an important, stable long-term source of food for bees and other pollina-
tors, providing thousands of flower heads all in one place. Plant a variety of tree
species selected to benefit bees and other pollinators, with species that flower at
different times of the year to provide nectar, pollen and nesting sites as well as of-
fering a haven for other wildlife and cleaning the air and water and storing carbon.
Check out the guidance on our website for more information:
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/tree-planting-guidance

Hedgehog Friendly things to do this autumn and
winter

● Put out a shallow dish of water or make sure your ponds are easy to get
out of for hedgehogs (shallow edges or a platform / ramp), so they have
water to drink

● Leave a wild patch each year with piled up logs or leaves that you don’t
disturb

● Always move your burn piles before you light them as hedgehogs and
frogs often use them to sleep in (this is, after-all, how hedgehogs were
once upon a time cooked to be eaten!). Thankfully it is now illegal to eat
this endangered species

● Avoid using pesticides or herbicides as this will make hedgehogs very ill.
Find out more here www.hedgehogrescue.org.uk/hedgehog-friendly-slug-
pellets/

● If you want to put out food, cat or dog food is best
If you find a sick or injured hedgehog, or one up and about during the middle of
the day, call Tiggywinkles Wildlife Hospital on 01844 292292

To find out more about:
1. Hedgehogs - head over to the People’s Trust of Endangered Species

(PTES) website.
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2. Wildlife and hedgehog friendly gardening - head over to the Wild Ox-
fordshire website at www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk and have a look in
our guidance section.

3. Kirtlington’s Hedgehog Street – see the website at
www.hedgehogstreet.org/kirtlington/

Imogen Parker, Wild Oxfordshire Community Ecologist
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Ghosts and Omens
It wasn’t until the early 1950’s that Ascott had any street lights. Before that, vil-
lage people would carry a torch with them on a dark winter’s night. The only other
light came from between the curtains of some of the cottage living rooms or the
welcoming light from the tap room in The Swan or Churchill Arms and the bright
oil lamp shining from the signal box windows. It was easy to let the imagination
see movement of figures in some dark corner of the village, we would ask our-
selves, did we see a figure of someone, if so, they are not there now. Had we seen
a ghost?
I remember seeing a woman standing in the shadows who was very much alive
and kicking. Years later I found out she was ‘on watch’, a married man was play-
ing away from home with another lady in Ascott. Years earlier in Victorian time,
such activities would have caused them to get rough music outside their homes,
making such a din to make them mend their ways or get out of the village. I did
hear that this practice did happen in Ascott.
For many generations of village people candles and an open wood fire must have
been their only light. No wonder they must have entertained and frightened each
other by telling ghost stories. My grandmother, born in 1884 in Kingstanding, she
could tell ghost stories that made my hair stand on end. By the time I was 25 it
didn’t any more, I was bald.
Rhoda, my granny, said The Grange, The Vicarage and The Manor were haunted,
but with bell, book and candle they had laid the ghost in The Manor and put the
spirit in a barrel and built the barrel into one of the thick walls. In later years I
would tease her by saying ‘what would happen if someone found the barrel and
pulled the bung out?’
I have met one or two people who had seen frightening apparitions in The Vicar-
age. I have worked in the garden of both The Vicarage and The Grange and saw
nothing, but I was always aware I might do. I was once told the ghost of a pig was
seen at the corner of High Street.
Folklore and omens played a big part in the beliefs of the older generation. I know
when I was young many people went to the forest on Palm Sunday to get water
from one particular spring. A stick of liquorice was dissolved in the water to make
Spanish Water. The last person I knew who did this was Freddie Alden. He gave
me some to try once, it was awful, but I never told him so, Freddie had been my
childhood hero when I watched him play cricket for Ascott.
Some people would always say ‘good morning Mr. Magpie’ if they only saw one
bird. May flower was never taken into the house, it was considered very unlucky.
Never go Hazel nutting on a Sunday, the devil was always in the bushes. And the
one I found most alarming was when you heard the screech owl calling in the vil-
lage. My grandmother would say ‘the screech owl is calling again, to call some
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poor soul home’, meaning someone was going to die. I don’t know whether it was
a Tawny or Barn Owl, but John Campbell would have known right away. John
had been my school pal when we went to Ascott C. of E. Primary School. From
when we were very young, John had a keen interest in natural history, especially
wild birds, whereas millions of little boys like me could have told you the colours
of football teams in the first division and where they played. The only reading I
looked forward to enjoying was The Beano and Dandy. My zest for knowledge
laid the foundation for the success I had in my working life with my promotions.
Now if you believe that, you’ll believe Putin and Trump are god’s gift to humani-
ty.
Two weeks before my mother died, with help, I moved her bed into the living
room so her friends and relations could find it easier to visit and make a cup of
tea. I came home from work one day to see her two cousins sat near the bed, Em-
my Cook and Sybil Longshaw. All three looked more like sisters. Their mothers
Ada Cook and Nellie Longshaw were my grandfather Fred’s sisters.
The day before my mum died my sister visited with the grandchildren, when they
went home mid evening, I said to mother how much better she seemed and she
agreed. Later I said goodnight to her and went to bed and took my dog with me.
My dogs always slept at the foot of the bed. In the early hours the dog became
restless and wanted to go out. When I got down the stairs I found mother half out
of bed. I helped her back into bed and gave her a drink of water. She took two
gasps of air and died.
Later that morning at 5 o’clock I was walking with my faithful friend, my dog
Tam, up London Lane, thinking nothing is going to be the same anymore. Reality
seemed like unreality and it did for several days. It’s difficult to write what I have
written without becoming over mawkish because when I went downstairs to let
the dog out on that morning, I shall never forget, the screech owl was calling out-
side.

Fred Russell.
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Then and Now
Two photographs showing how one area of Ascott
has changed.
The first picture shows the stable block that was
attached to the Grange on Shipton Road.

The second photograph shows the modern single-
story home that has replaced the stables.
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BLACKBIRDS
How many Blackbirds have you seen in your garden this autumn? My garden is
full of fallen apples, and a large Pyracantha covered with orange berries.  In previ-
ous years, the Blackbirds would have enjoyed this seasonal bounty. Yet, this year I
haven’t seen one Blackbird. Have you?
Sadly, since 2020, birdwatchers have reported fewer Blackbirds being seen, espe-
cially in London and the South of England. The reason for this decline is the Usutu
virus, a mosquito-borne virus which is often fatal to Blackbirds. It was first detect-
ed in London and is now spreading westwards across Southern Britain. It is preva-
lent on the near continent, and its spread to England has been linked to climate
change. Ascott appears to be on the edge of its current westward spread.
Maintaining the hygiene of garden bird feeders and bird baths may help slow the
spread of this virus. Also, minimise unnecessary standing water where Mosquitoes
can breed
The following map shows the current progress of the virus. Ascott appears to be on
the leading edge of its westward progress.

Stuart Fox
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THE ELIXIR OF LIFE
Writing in early October after the recent showers it is easy to forget about the
worry of drought this year. It was a summer of real concern for farmers, growers
and proud garden owners. But drought has occurred all through time affecting
both mankind and animals. How did the earlier populations of Ascott cope when
this natural disaster beset them? Do we ever consider how the availability of wa-
ter which we take totally for granted today, would have affected people in the
past? How did they source this provider of life in normal times let alone when
seasons were difficult with the lack of life giving rain? Of course their use of
water would have been considerably less than ours today with the multiplication
of modern amenities but eventually man with all his ingenuities must have found
ways to conserve this vital necessity for both himself and increasingly domesti-
cated livestock.  Originally water must have been collected from streams and
rivers, and containers for rainwater must soon have been used. Above Ascott
natural springs are readily available on the hillsides and in parts of the world
even thousands of years ago, wells were constructed to tap underground streams.
There is a perambulation of the parish boundaries from 1591 where the spring at
Holliwell Head is mentioned. This is situated on the boundary of Ascott and
Pudlicote part way up the northern slope of the valley and seems to have been
regarded as a holy well at the time. Water is still sourced from the site today.
Further to the west in the stream that runs down from the spring at today’s Farm
Ed lots of sherds of Roman pottery was found.
The earliest known well in the village was discovered during a survey of Ascott
Doyley Castle when the well was discovered just south of the motte (mound).
Similarly one would have been sourced for Ascott Earl Castle probably on the
site of one which exists today just inside the wall opposite the Tiddy Hall en-
trance.
There are at least six known wells along Shipton Road, five along Heritage Lane
and The Green and five along High Street. Of course there were a lot less dwell-
ings in the village in the early 1900s.

Apparently wells were still the major source of water at the beginning of the 20th

century and many dwellings had one. The spring at the vicarage was known to
contain crystal cold clear water and this was tapped around that time to provide
a good part of the village with pipes and tanks and taps. Another spring at the
top of Priory Lane fed tanks and taps along High Street. These may have all
been provided by Cornbury Estate which owned most of the village at the time.
A good number of taps were located around the village but sadly the one in the
entrance to Tiddy Hall over time began to produce reddish water as rust began to
contaminate the pipes.
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I well remember in the early 1980s when we were living at Honeydale Farm, now
Farm Ed, we had a number of winters with heavy snow cutting us off from the
main road. Our entrance at the time was straight up the hill. It was sunken down
below the fields and soon blocked solid with snow.  This particular year we had a
heavy snowfall followed by days of hard frost. The temperature was well below
zero. Consequently the water pipes to the cattle in the yard froze. Probably follow-
ing Enclosure in 1838 a well had been sunk next to the yard and  that became the
only source of water for the cattle. I stood in deep snow beside the well for a sub-
stantial amount of time, clothed in layers, gloved hands topped with rubber gloves
hauling a rope increased to about three inches by frozen ice as was the bucket so it
only arrived half full at the top,   before tipping the water into the cattle trough
which then disappeared into the cattle before I had even emptied the bucket. It was
impossible to see the bottom of the well since the air temperature was so much
colder than the water temperature which resulted in the well being full of steam.
My sympathies certainly lie with those past villagers when wells were their only
source of water.
Eventually mains water did arrive in the village around 1960, but people were nev-
er convinced that it matched the crystal clear water from the hillside springs.  Their
belief may well give us food for thought today!

Wendy Pearse

Combe Mill

Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Combe, Oxon.
OX29 8ET

. `NOT IN STEAM`
`

Market Stalls and Santa`s Grotto. Book the Grotto online
combemill.org.
Tea room ,BBQ, Gift Shop, Tombola and Raffle,  Market Stalls,
Dog on Leads most welcome.    Parking free
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Community comes together to explore how to tackle flooding and waterways pol-
lution in West Oxfordshire
Local residents, experts and community action groups came together at the Corn
Exchange in Witney on Saturday to take part in the Council’s Waterways Fair – a
community event focused on protecting rivers and building flood resilience across
the district, with the event drawing strong attendance and positive engagement.
Residents had the chance to talk to experts, get involved in interactive displays,
and give their views on how the district can build stronger natural defences
through better land management, river restoration and nature-based solutions.
One of the key topics discussed was sewage pollution – a growing concern for
many residents. Visitors heard how combined sewer overflows can lead to un-
treated sewage entering rivers during heavy rainfall. Local groups and campaign-
ers shared how they are working to hold water companies to account, improve
water testing and push for long-term solutions that will clean up rivers and protect
both people and wildlife.

Councillor Lidia Arciszewska, Executive Member for Environ-
ment, said:
“Flooding has a real impact on people’s lives, and the more we
work together – with communities, landowners and local groups –
the more resilient we can be. It was inspiring to see so many resi-
dents, local groups and experts working side by side to protect our
rivers and strengthen our natural defences. Events like this spark
collaboration and action, and we’ll keep building on that energy to
make West Oxfordshire more resilient for the future.”

The event, held on the 25 October, showcased the work of local groups, charities
and agencies dedicated to protecting and improving our rivers, streams and wet-
lands. From tackling sewage pollution and agricultural impacts, to improving
flood resilience and restoring habitats, residents were able to explore the challeng-
es facing our waterways and the innovative solutions already under way.
Local groups included Witney Flood Group, Windrush Against Sewage Pollution
(WASP), Windrush Catchment Partnership (WCP), and the Evenlode Catchment
Partnership (ECP), who shared their work in restoring floodplains, improving wa-
ter quality, and increase community preparedness for future floods, and were vis-
ited by local representatives such as Charlie Maynard, MP for Witney, and Calum
Miller, MP for Bicester and Woodstock. The ECP’s interactive stream table
proved a real highlight of the day, sparking conversation and engaging visitors of
all ages.
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The Waterways Fair was part of the Council’s wider efforts to respond to the
climate and ecological emergency. The Council has pledged to continue working
with residents, community groups and local partners to raise awareness and take
action on water quality and flood management.
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Blessing

Dom Lashley and Gaby Sethi’s marriage was blessed by Reverend Mark Abrey on
9 August 2025 at Holy Trinity Church, Ascott-under-Wychwood. The happy cou-
ple celebrated the day surrounded by friends, family, neighbours, and their two
children, Roman and Astrid.
Dom and Gaby would like to say a huge thank you to Reverend Mark and the
church team, the Parish Council, Martina and everyone at The Swan, Mark Pidg-
eon and the Tiddy Hall team, and to the wonderful village community for all their
kindness, help and support in making the day so special.
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The Tiddy Hall

Ascott-under-Wychwood, Oxon
Founded and given to the village by

R. Tiddy, Esq., in 1912
ADMINISTERED BY LOCAL TRUSTEES

In recent months, we have seen an increase in bookings and one-off events at Tid-
dy Hall. Hopefully this trend will continue and we will be able to rebuild our re-
serves over the next year. As mentioned previously, we need to maintain sufficient
reserves to cover the capital and maintenance costs which invariably arise from
time to time.
We now have a regular Pickleball booking every Monday evening, under the di-
rection of John Cull and Sue Tanner,  which is proving very popular. This is well
attended but we can certainly accommodate more participants. For those that
haven’t tried it, Pickleball is a hybrid mix of tennis, badminton and table tennis
played on badminton-sized court but with a tennis net.
In addition, The Cotswold Stage School will be making Tiddy Hall their home
shortly with a regular Saturday booking during term time and end-of-term per-
formances taking place as well. They are moving from Chipping Norton School
and have told us that they are delighted with the facilities we have to offer, which
include the use of an electric piano that was donated to us recently.

The 3PS Summer Dance on 30th August was a great success with over 80 attendees
enjoying the music, the food and the bar. Overall, this event made nearly £1,000
(net) which is a great achievement. Thanks are due to the volunteers that helped
promote and run the event. As always, events such as this are simply not possible
without the support of the community. We have another musical evening sched-
uled for 20th December – a Christmas Concert featuring 3PS (unplugged) and The
Wychcraft Rock and Pop Choir. We are hoping for another bumper audience for
this event. We shall start promoting this shortly – book early to avoid disappoint-
ment!
No Tiddy Hall article would be complete without a tale of (near) disaster… Some
months ago, we noticed some flooding behind Tiddy Hall. This was accompanied
by the sound of running water (never a good thing). We quickly concluded that
there was a water mains leak under our property. Luckily, our property insurance
covers this and they very helpfully despatched an engineer to undertake an inspec-
tion to locate the leak. It turns out that the leak was not actually from the water
supply coming into Tiddy Hall but was from a pipe serving the property next door
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on Shipton Road. The engineer advised the resident and also notified Thames Wa-
ter and the leak was duly fixed without cost to Tiddy Hall. Disaster was, therefore,
averted. During the course of the inspection, however, the engineer found that
there was a small leak from our water supply under our car park. The engineer will
be back to ‘find and fix’ the leak later this year. As this involves digging one or
more holes in the car park, the work cannot take place whilst the hall is in use. The
cost will be covered by our insurance (except for an excess of £100).
I mentioned capital costs earlier; these are often unplanned (i.e. emergencies) but
there are also planned costs for which we try to raise funds. We have just, for ex-
ample, bought 50 new chairs to complement the folding chairs that we already
have. This will mean that we no longer have to use the old, uncomfortable plastic
chairs whenever we have a full house. Thanks are due to Mark Pidgeon and the
Wychwood Folk and Acoustic Club for their fundraising efforts which enabled us
to buy the chairs.
Finally, some more good news regarding the Management Committee; we have
three new members. Andrew Weaver has joined as treasurer and Cathy Ferrier has
joined with a particular focus on fundraising. They follow the arrival of Lorna
Bates who joined as secretary a few months ago. Two longstanding members have
now stood down – Pauline Plant and Jacquie Bugeja. I am sure that you will all
join me in thanking them for their fantastic contribution to the success of Tiddy
Hall over many years.
The Management Committee now comprises five trustees which is still quite ‘thin’
from a resourcing point of view. We really should have nine trustees, according to
our constitution, but we could manage quite well with seven. A number of villagers
have volunteered their time and expertise to support the activities of Tiddy Hall
without actually becoming trustees. This is also very welcome. You don’t have to
be a trustee to get involved in supporting Tiddy Hall! If anyone would like to volt-
eer their time, please let me know.

JOHN BUGEJA
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Ascott Shop
You may have noticed that the Shop is getting ready for Christmas, with seasonal
foods appearing on the shelves. Decorations will be in the capable hands of Kathy
Pearce, Debra Cull and Sue Boyer, and to put you in the mood for celebrating with
family and friends we invite you to a Special Christmas Evening on Wednesday
10th December from 6.0 to 9.0 pm, where we will help you to make your choices
over mulled wine and canapés, while raffling a Christmas hamper.
Patrick Strainge/Kelmscott butchers, who in addition to our regular weekly order
have supplied us for many years with turkeys and other Christmas birds together
with the trimmings, will be doing so again this year, as you will see from the order
form included in this Grapevine. We do urge you to take advantage of this. The
cost is high compared with a supermarket offering, but the quality is superb: the
meat cooks better and owing to its higher nutritional value you actually need to eat
less – thus leaving more room for the pigs in blankets, bread sauce and stuffing.
Order forms will also be in the shop, and we need them to be handed in by Mon-
day 8th December, please. The orders will come in for collection on 23rd December
and we will alert you when they are ready.
Peter Ablett has very kindly given the shop its new doormat, which is helping to
keep the floor clean, and we are very grateful to Peter. But there is more. A smart
shop attracts customers, and our shop needs a new awning. The existing one is
over twenty years old and decaying fast. Thanks to an initiative by West Oxford-
shire District Council we will be able to claim half the £1575 cost from them, and
the Folk Group have very generously given us £200 towards the shortfall. This
leaves us with £675 to raise. A GoFundMe page will appear on Facebook and do-
nations that will help to close the gap will be much appreciated. The new awning,
which will resemble the present one, will remind donors of their generosity every
time they come to the shop.
And, finally, come the usual calls: to all villagers to use the shop, raise its takings
and thus help it to cover its overheads, which increase all the time; and for new
volunteers. Quite apart from absences due to holidays, some of our older volun-
teers have suffered various illnesses and injuries which have shown us all too
clearly how close to the edge we are, with gaps in the schedule threatening tempo-
rary closures. If you can spare some time to keep the shop open, be it every week
or once a month or anything in between, please get in touch with Manager Claire,
who will be delighted to offer you training and support. The shop provides an in-
estimable service to the whole village and beyond, and is a very sociable place.
Please do help us to keep it that way.

Nicky Coldstream
Chairman, Ascott Village Shop
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POST OFFICE
TIDDY HALL

EVERY FRIDAY 2 PM TO 3:45 PM

We hosted 16 ladies from The Netherlands - celebrating 40 years of
friendship! I can't remember if this went in a previous Grapevine.

We are pleased to stock Homecooks ready meals, they can either be micro-
waved, oven cooked or cooked in an air fryer. £5.95 each or 2 for £10.
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Parish Council
Local Plan 2041 (again)
The Local Plan for West Oxfordshire is entering its next stage. Following the Pre-
ferred Options Consultation over the Autumn, to which many of you responded,
phase 4 is considering the Spacial Strategy: in other words, where and how new
homes and business will be built.
Once again, this matters to Ascott, and I’m pleased that the planners have taken on
board the many points we all raised at the last stage. Critically, this includes our
recommendation to split down the tier in which Ascott was placed alongside much
larger and better provisioned villages, and which could have seen developments
nodded through of up to 300 homes each, into two tiers with Ascott placed in the
lower.
This would not preclude development, but it would mean that any development that
does come forward must be proportionate to the size of the village and levels of
service (and the real levels, not just saying ‘we have a station therefore we must
have lots of stopping trains’) which is a far more sensible way forward.
There is also a better understanding of the need to deliver infrastructure in parallel
to, or before, substantial developments (to head off developers reneging on their
obligations to provide shops, schools and other facilities, as has happened in the
past) and more sensitivity to flood risk and the parlous state of the rivers and sewer-
age pollution.
It is important to understand that these are only proposals, and we would urge eve-
ryone to respond to and support those changes in this latest phase in the consulta-
tion, which will be running through November and December, to support this
change.
Also on the list are the various strategic locations that WODC are bringing forward
to handle the bulk of their housing targets. These make for interesting reading.

https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-
policy/local-plan-2043/

Local Government (again)
All of this is of course taking place against the backdrop of changes to local gov-
ernment. Westminster is going ahead with their plans with merge and abolish Dis-
trict authorities, which would include WODC, and replace the existing landscape
with large super-authorities combining the roles of County and District.
Various options have been put forward for what should happen to Oxfordshire and
in some cases parts of neighbouring counties, and these will be going before the



Ascott Grapevine

Page 35Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk

government this month. There are various plans for a single authority, two and
even three authorities to take on the various roles, each setting out their relative
merits.
Ultimately the decision will be taken centrally, and it is uncertain how much, if
any, notice will be taken of local sentiments: however, it is worth checking out and
giving your comments on the various recommendations where available.

Foot Bridge (again)
The foot bridge by Manor Farm has now been closed for over a year.
We fully understand and share the frustration that this seems to have reached an
impasse: and have been constantly raising this with OCC, who are responsible for
footpaths. We have also tried reaching out to other parishes, organizations such as
the Cotswold National Landscape and our MP. Unfortunately, we have no authori-
ty to compel anyone to do anything about it, but we will keep badgering.
In the meantime, a reminder that the structure is dangerous and deteriorating, and
walkers must not cross it. The alternative route along the road is also dangerous,
and if you are driving that way, please give extra care and attention to walkers and
dogs.

Sand Bin (again)
We are delighted that the sand bin at Tiddy Hall, which is available for sandbag
filling in times of flood risk, has been fixed. As we enter that time of year, please
make sure that everyone is familiar with this and how it should be used. No doubt
our flood wardens will be out and about closing roads once again: please be patient
and note that we don’t do this lightly.

New Councillor (again)
Some more good news: we are welcoming Siobhán Clemets-Daly as our new Par-
ish Councillor.

Carols Around the Tree (again)
As is our tradition, we look forward to seeing as many of you as possible for our
Carols Around the Tree on Christmas Eve. There will be a collection for the
Grapevine so please bring some cash (as well as your voices) if you can spare.
Stay warm this winter,

Brian Leach
Chair, Ascott under Wychwood Parish Council

contact@ascottpc.org.uk
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Ascott-under-Wychwood
Cricket Club

2025 was a memorable year for the club as the league XI finished as Cherwell
League Div 8C by a whopping 60 points!  We did not quite manage to win all 18
matches, but won 14, drawing 1, losing 2 and 1 abandoned due to heavy rain.
Next season the team will be promoted to tier 7 (a step up of 3 divisions in the
pyramid structure).   A massive thanks to all those that played, Simon Gidman,
John Cull & Andrew Weaver (umpires), all who came to support the team, spon-
sored match balls, all those that helped - including Shane Barnes for his sterling
work cutting the playing field, and the Parish Council and Mary Barnes for clean-
ing & maintaining the pavilion. Plus Tina & Ady Suter for their lovely teas (in-
cluding the Bakewell Tart flavoured Jaffa Cakes!) and The Village Shop for
staying open before matches when they could for players snacks!
We also enjoyed a terrific Sunday friendlies season, with some memorable wins,
and debut appearances for Freddie Ray, Jackie Bliss, Amelia Underhill, Hope
Duncan, Isabel Garrett and Jordon Rusher.  More young village talent will join the
ranks in 2026.
The club’s annual tour to Devon in August was really fun again.  We lost to Ot-
tery St Mary, but captain Edmund Matthews lifted everyone’s spirits with a thrill-
ing unbeaten ‘50’, then we enjoyed a squad Indian meal nearby.  Honiton also
beat us, and cooked us up a delicious BBQ, then we had a night out in playing
‘Killer’ Pool in town.  The final match vs Tipton St John saw Ascott pull off a re-
ally memorable victory!  Tipton again provided a marvellous cricket tea, with a
sensational Lemon Gin Cake.
In mid October we held an Awards night at the pavilion, with a general knowl-
edge quiz and with food provided by The Codfather Fish n Chip van.  Amongst
the many awards presented by club President Don Barnes, Rowan Moss scooped
League Players’ Player of the Season, Will Harvey took the Friendlies Players’
Player of the Season, and Edmund Matthews the ‘Club Man of the Season’.
After a winter break, we’ll hold the club AGM before the 2026 campaign starts on
Sunday 25th January, with 10 weeks of indoor net practice at Charlbury Commu-
nity Centre - all are welcome!
As ever, if you’re interested in getting involved with the club as a player, umpire,
official or supporter - don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Stewart Moss, secretary.
07866 278685: Email: Auwcricketclub@hotmail.com

Instagram: ascott_u_wychwood_cricket
Facebook: Ascott Under Wychwood Cricket Club
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 Humans are a dirty,
destructive species

Compared with the animal kingdom, humans are a dirty, destructive species. We
create waste and destroy ecosystems, and we do it with ease. Humankind has
accounted for more species extinctions than any other life form which has lived on
planet earth and if we continue on our current trajectory, we will sooner or later self
inflict our own demise. It is just a question of time. Dinosaurs with their large body
mass and small brain existed over two periods, the Jurassic and cretaceous for about
180 million years, humans with their large brain will most probably occupy but a
blink of an eye of this dynasty.
Gifted with a large brain, one cannot help feeling that it is a flawed organ. It provides
the tools for human dominance and also determines with our destructive powers, an
ability to compete with the natural world. This destructive behaviour, to destroy the
natural worlds ecosystems and wildlife to improve conditions for human domination
seems to be in our DNA, and it will probably be this trait which will lead to our own
self destruction. Most people would be aware of what is happening to our world and
the trajectory we are taking, however, even if we take this into consideration,
mistakes continue to happen. What we do, the choices we make can impact on the
natural world, and although I sincerely believe that the majority of people do not
intentionally commit harmful practices or make decisions to harm wild life, some-
times decisions are made without fully appreciating the implications of our actions.
It is with the above belief that I am going to tell the little story which follows.
I was born a village man but left Ascott-under-Wychwood in 1972 to start a new life
outside the perimeter of my birthplace and my parental home. Now living in the west
of Ireland, I travel back to Ascott to visit family and friends, and it was on one of my
visits to see my late mother that I made an  observation which filled me with both
anger and sadness.
It was while returning from a walk with my dog along Gypsy Lane that I made the
discovery which has haunted me for many years. On my return from the walk, just
before entering the village, I began to reminisce and had this compulsion to take a
look at the Coldwell brook. The little field which ends with the confluence of the
brook and the Evenlode behind what was the old pottery, was a favourite haunt as a
child. There was a small pond beside the brook which we called the ‘bomb hole’, a
name derived from  local knowledge that a crater formed from a bomb dropped by a
German bomber during second world war had filled with water to form a watery
oasis for pond life. I spent many happy hours by the pond looking for frogs and
newts. Idyllic childhood memories and with the passing of time, my interest in the
Coldwell brook grew stronger.
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If we follow the brook upstream from its confluence with the Evenlode, we come to
a wall that was the boundary to the old pottery, and through this wall an old culvert
discharged the flowing waters of the stream without any obstruction to water flow or
passage of aquatic life. Between the years since leaving the village and the eventful
day I made my haunting discovery, the culvert had been altered. It is now slightly
higher at the discharge point and horror of horrors, a non return valve has been fitted
to the culvert mouth. This was obviously done to alleviate flooding in an area of the
village which was known as the Bottom End, an area that always historically
flooded. It is understandable that we try to protect our property from flood damage,
but a poorly researched course of remedial action can have a negative impact on
wildlife and our environs. Although that need to protect property may run strong,
installing the culvert with a slightly elevated discharge point and a non return valve
at its mouth has created a barrier to aquatic wildlife that use the stream for passage.
In other words, access to the headwaters of the Coldwell brook have been blocked.
To many villagers this may not sound that disastrous, but to those who have lived
locally since the 1950’s or to anyone that has left like myself and can remember that
brown trout once ran the stream to spawn in its higher reaches, it would come as a
disappointment to know that those fish could no longer make that passage to
reproduce their kind. Other than a handful of local anglers, who are interested in the
demise of a few fish, it’s a small price to pay for a greater gain if it works? But what
if we were to take a different view of what has happened and consider it in a different
perspective, would we then I wonder have a greater concern for what has happened.
What if we were to consider, that the run of brown trout which ascended the
Coldwell brook were brown with furry bushy tails and had a name. Lets suggest
Ascott d’Oyley for instance, and that they were a unique group that ascended the
stream to reproduce.
This Ascott d’Oyley group of brown trout have used the stream to reproduce their
kind since the ice receded following the last ice-age, possibly for the last 8000 to
10,000 years or more and then humans intervened and put a barrier in the their way.
Access was blocked and further reproduction could no longer take place, however,
the remaining progeny living in the Evenlode would have tried to run that stream to
spawn each winter. The urge to create their kind would have been so strong, they
would have repeatedly leaped into that barrier until their noses were raw and the
flesh had been torn from the bone. This instinctive action would have been repeated
every winter until the last fish remained. It may have taken several years, but
eventually the last brown trout would have dropped back from that barrier, totally
exhausted, battered and bruised from its exertions and returned to the Evenlode
where it would have died. Sadly this marks the end of the line for the Ascott d’Oyley
brown trout, they are now extinct.
In the winter of 1970 or 71 I took my late wife to the Coldwell brook to see brown
trout spawning. It was a beautiful December day with a patchwork covering of snow.
The ground was firm with frost beneath an azure sky and the lightest of wind, the
perfect day for a walk. As we ascended the stream to an area below the big house in
the Beeches, there was a reach of the brook where I knew from previous observations
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brown trout would spawn, and as we approached, I could see two fish covering a
gravel redd (A spawning bed created by the actions of a female brown trout}. We
approached cautiously, remaining behind the fish which cannot see backwards and
could clearly see the female making a nest in the gravel with her body action. Once
completed, the female then deposited spawn into the gravel whilst the male moved
in close to the body of the hen fish and fertilised the eggs. It looked a painful violent
action but it was just the agitated movements of the reproductive process. Cathy had
very little interest in either fishing or fish, however, we shared a beautiful moment
that was unique. She was transfixed, softly expressed an ‘how wonderful’ and
enjoyed every minute of the little cameo that was played out before her. As the fish
neared the end of their exertions we dropped away without disturbing them.
Now when I think back to that day, it is difficult not to feel a deep feeling of regret.
Its sad to think, that no one will ever again make a similar observation to the cameo
of that lovely December afternoon described above. The Ascott d’Oyley run of
brown trout is now extinct, another extinction we can add to the growing list of
extinctions which have been caused by humankind. Our legacy will be one of waste
and natural destruction, we, none us can claim to live the perfect life where we do
not leave some form of a negative footprint behind us. Even typing this little piece
on my lap top is using energy and materials derived from the earths resources. It is
said that IT, data storage will be responsible for 70% of the global carbon emission
footprint by the 2030’s. This is the fastest growing negative impact which has been
caused by humankind. Perhaps the loss of the Ascott d’Oyley brown trout are small
beer in comparison but any species loss is a sad reflection of our negative interven-
tions. A famous woman, Frances Xavier Cabrini once said, ‘What kind of world do
we want and what would we do to achieve it’. She went on to achieve greatness, what
I wonder are we prepared to give up to lessen our impact on the planets resources
and its natural wildlife.

Dennis Moss
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The Villager Bus

Management Committee Contacts
Chairman and Operations  Keith Gowing 01608 811617
Operations Paul Branch 07771 624578
Routes/Request Stops Ken Ingamelis 01451 832114
Hiring Pauline Jackson 01608 811370
 Keith Gowing 01608 811617
New Drivers Roger Formby 01451 830439
Secretary (and Donations) Richard Anning 01386 430129

For queries in the event of bad weather, any of the above contacts will be able to provide advice on possi-
ble cancellations or delays to services. Alternatively look on our homepage for news/weather updates, or

tune to Radio Gloucester or Radio Oxford
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The Broken Bridge
Many of us have been aware that the
metal and wooden bridge near Manor
Farm has been in a sad, broken state for
too long.  Oxfordshire County Council is
at present dealing with the issue, which
has complex legal implications.
Please continue to be aware of the state
of the bridge as we continue to ask for its
renovation – and a return to enjoying the
part it plays in our walks.
The Manor Farm Bridge Campaign

07525 411 658 fingersandtoes244@gmail.com
www.fingersandtoes.info

mailto:Ffingersandtoes244@gmail.com
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A New Choral Work by Bob Chilcott: Five Acts of Human Kindness to be pre-
miered at Burford Festival
A brand-new choral work, Five Acts of Human Kindness, by acclaimed British
composer Bob Chilcott with text by Charles Bennett will receive its world pre-
miere on Tuesday 23 June 2026 at St John the Baptist Church, Burford, as
part of the Burford Festival celebrations.
Commissioned by the Burford School Community Choir and sponsored by the
Burford Festival, Five Acts of Human Kindness brings together students, staff,
parents, and members of the wider community to celebrate the values of empa-
thy, generosity, and shared humanity through music. The work will be performed
by the Burford School Community Choir, uniting voices of all ages and back-
grounds.
In the spirit of inclusion and community, everyone is warmly invited to take
part. Rehearsals for the choir will begin in January 2026, and no previous sing-
ing experience is required—just enthusiasm and a willingness to join in.
Director of Music at Burford School, Sean Frankcom, said:
“We’re thrilled to be working with Bob Chilcott on this very special commission.
Five Acts of Human Kindness captures the essence of what Burford stands for—
community, creativity, and kindness. We can’t wait to fill St John’s Church with
song and bring people together through music.”
Renowned for his uplifting, accessible choral music, Bob Chilcott has written for
choirs around the world. This new work promises to be a joyful and heartfelt cele-
bration of kindness and connection—values that resonate deeply within the Bur-
ford community.
Anyone interested in joining the choir or finding out more about rehearsals is
invited to contact Burford School’s Music Department at
bim@burford.oxon.sch.uk
Join us in making something truly special — one act of kindness at a time.
Performance Details:

● Title: Five Acts of Human Kindness by Bob Chilcott
● Date: Tuesday 23 June 2026
● Venue: St John’s Church, Burford
● Presented by: Burford School Community Choir & the Burford Festival
● Rehearsals begin: January 2026 — all are welcome!

Burford School
Commissioned New Choral
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fairspearnbg@gmail.com
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Crossword Puzzle
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Across
1   Ignores (anag.)(7)
5   Deal with(5)
8   Guide (5)
9 Deadlock (7)
10 Looked like (9)
12 Newt (3)
13 Yielding (6)
14 Fair-haired (6)
17 Sphere (3)
18 Table game (9)
20 Eat; bird (7)
21 Normal (5)
23 Waterside plant (5)
24 Rubric (7)

Solutions to
Crossword in
Edition 127

Down
1 More mature (5)
2 Set (3)
3 Turkish (7)
4 Piece of armour (7)
5 Lukewarm (5)
6 Oriental (9)
7 Playhouse (7)
11 Dining-room furniture (9)
13 Fabulously wealthy man (7)
15 Relaxation (7)
16 Explode (4,3)
18 Protrusion (5)
19 Divided (5)
22 Employ (3)

Across
1 Write
9 Lasagne
10 Often
11 Used
12 Loathes
13 set
14 Abet
16 Rota
18 Lay
20 Trounce
21 Race
24 Tetra
25 Soldier
26 Deride
27 Taste

Down
1 Walrus
2 Issue
3 Edge
5 Idolatry
6 Hatchet
7 Dynast
8 Dealt
13 Standard
15 Bloater
17 Stated
18 Least
19 Decree
22 Aries
23 Flat
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ANNIE’S CURTAINS AND BLINDS 01993830687 07989497253
www.anniescurtainsandblinds.co.uk  Page 20

ASCOTT VILLAGE SHOP 01993831240 shop@ascottvillageshop.co.uk
www.ascottvillageshop.co.uk  Page 12

BURFORD QUAKER MEETING HOUSE 01993 831282, 01993 822114 Page 31

COMBE MILL
BLENHEIM PALACE SAWMILLS,   COMBE,  OXON,   OX29 8ET Page 24

COTSWOLD WILDLIFE PARK 01993823006
www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk   Page 45

COTSWOLD WELLNESS 07525 411 658 fingersandtoes244@gmail.com
www.fingersandtoes.info  Page 44

ENLIGHTENED WINDOWS 01608 684607 www.enlightenedwindows.co.uk Page 27

FAIRSPEAR NATURAL BURIAL GROUND 01993 878387
helenpearson248@btinternet.com www.naturalburialoxfordshire.co.uk Page 48

FOLK CLUB 01993831427 07870563299
wychwoodfolkclub@zoho.com  www.wychwoodfolkclub.com Page 17

GROVES SHOP 01993830302 Shop mobile 07970262425
info@alfredgroves.co.uk  www.grovesdiyshop.co.uk  Page 49

THE HAIR SALON AT THE PADDOCKS Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Hair dressing
The Paddocks, Shipton Road, Milton-under-Wychwood, OX7 6GF
Alison 07980645995; Joy 07867585053 Page 44

IVY’S FLORIST 01993830268 Page 6
Instgram@Ivy’s Florist

Local Business Directory

mailto:westoxon@paw-pals.co.uk
mailto:reservations@swanascot.com
mailto:merv.bates@travelcouncellors.com
mailto:fingersandtoes244@gmail.com
www.enlightenedwindows.co.uk
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JENNA SAUNDERS  01993831338 saundersjenna@hotmail.com  Page 27

JOHNSON’S CHAUFFEUR CARS 01993 830249 07768507100/07971236020
info@johnsonscars.com www.johnsons.com Page 31

PAW PALS 07917 391520 paw-pals.co.uk/westoxon westoxon@paw-pals.co.uk Page 25

PUDDLE DUCKS Scan the QR or phone 01666 577377 Page 7

ROBERT GRIPPER 01993831960 robgripper@btinternet.com  Page 16

ROOFIX 08009555063 07817 792194 Page 46

THE SWAN 01993 832332 reservations@swanascott.com
www.countrycreatures.com Page 11

TRAVEL WITH MERV BATES 01993 240001 merv.bates@travelcouncellors.com
www.travelcouncellors.co.uk/merv.bates  Page 38

mailto:westoxon@paw-pals.co.uk
mailto:reservations@swanascot.com
mailto:merv.bates@travelcouncellors.com
mailto:fingersandtoes244@gmail.com
www.enlightenedwindows.co.uk
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Events Calendar - 2025
Date Time Event Venue
November 22nd 7.00pm Quiz Night (Church fund raising) Tiddy Hall
December 6th 10.00pm Coffee at the Mill The Mill OX7 6AP
December 9th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Tiddy Hall
December 10th 6-9.30pm Christmas Evening Ascott Shop
December 13th 7.30pm Donnelly & South’s Christmas Cracker Tiddy Hall
December 14th 2.00pm Tea Dance Tiddy Hall
December 14th 4.00pm Carols by Candlelight Hole Trinity Church
December 20th 7.30pm Three Piece Sweet & Wychcraft Rock Choir
   Tiddy Hall
December 21st 7.00pm Christmas Quiz The Swan
December 24th 6.00pm Carols on the Green Village Green
January 13th 7.30pm Parish Council meeting Tiddy Hall
January 17th 7.30pm The Black Feathers Tiddy Hall
February 7th 7.30pm Phil Beer Tiddy Hall
February 10th 7.30pm Parish Council meeting Tiddy Hall
March 7th 7.30pm Martin Simpson Tiddy Hall
March 28th TBC Craft Fair (Tiddy Hall fundraiser) Tiddy Hall

There is a Post Office at Tiddy Hall every Friday between 2.00 and 3.45pm


